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ABSTRACT 

"The People and the University" Conference^ held at 
the University of California^ Davis^ on June 22^ 1973 was concerned 
with redirecting research priorities for land-grant schools^ 
particularly work done by agricultural scientists. Also discussed 
were the social and human implications of the work being done in the 
colleges. The presentations at the conference were associated with 
family farms^ organic farming^ alternative approaches to marketing 
and consumer concerns^ technologies that stress nonwasteful use of 
energy^ and poverty programs. The workshop summaries include 
alternatives to agribusiness; alternative technologies^ paths out of 
poverty^ alternative markets^ consumer needs^ and economic aspects of 
farming. Comments are also included from university officials. The 
participants of the conference committee are listed. (Author/PG) 



ERIC 



f 



Suimnary of 




'^TIIE PEOPLE AND THE UNIVERSITY 



A Conference 

To Initiate the Redirection of Priorities for University Research 



Convened on 



U 



June 22, 1973 
University of California 
Davis, California 



We would like to hear from you--f eedback on the conference, sug- 
gestions for future work, or any other comments you want to make. 
Please address correspondence to Isao Fujimoto, Department of 
Applied Behavioral Sciences, University of California, Davis, 
California 95616; Phone: (916) 752-1805. 
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Introductory Remarks 



by Isao Fujlmoto, "oderatc^gj ^Qpy ^y^„^^gj^P 

This conference on "The People and the University" can be consi- 
dered a very radical departure for a land prant college to be under- 
taking, or It can be Interpreted as a very conserva:ive move—It all 
depends on how you lock at things and the words we choose to explain 
what we see. 

When I used to be Involved with the concerns of foreign student 
visitors, I recall one student being briefed on the social graces. 
This concerned ways to express appreciation and praise to a hostess. 
"If you reolly wav.t to tell an American hoateos that things are great 
and she is al80 <^rcat, tell her she^s ^cool^'' was the advice given. 
So, at the e?id of this particular gathering, the student who v/as giv- 
en the advice on interpreting things as **cool*' was overheard to say, 
''Gee, lady, you kaow^, you don't look so hot.*' 

Whether or not we're doing the "cool** thing is not so important 
as the fact that the concerns are ''hot" and relevant. The focus of 
this conference is to consider the concerns of different publics which 
have legitimate claims on the resources of the University and to also 
exa-uine the priorities of research and action that appear to be creat- 
ing: [greater social inequities. 

It'd be instructive to review some of the predecessors inspiring 
the call for this conference. On the surface, it appears that many of 
the forerunners to this gathering here can be labeled "radical." The 
Ta05>t: Imnedlate event uan the recent National Conference on Land Rcforn. 
This gaclierlng ^ held in San Francesco just this April, gave some atten- 
tion to the role of the University as it affects the quality of life, 
as one of the issues pertaining to the institutional crisis in this 
country. The responsibility of the University was highlighted about 
a year before, with the publication of Hard Tomatoes , Hard Times by 
the Agricultural Accountability Project. They put the finger on a lot 
of barriers, touched or untouched by land grant colleges. Going back 
a couple of years, the ecology Issue with everyone--lncludlng and es- 
pecially the es tabllGhmcnt getting into the act--brought a lot of ques- 
tions and suspicions. But the movement did have some Impact on the 
University system. Going back further on this campus, about six years 
ago, a couple of departments were confronted by students sitting out- 
side their doors challenging the faculty to confront questions such 
as, "How does the University research on mechanization support riots?" 
In other words , what has been the social cost of the priorities placed 
on technological advancement without consideration of its inpllcatlons? 
In some ways, we can trace our concerns back to the efforts of Ralph 
Nader. But I'd like to take the Issues being raised in this confer- 
ence back more than a hundred years to the original mandate of the 
Morrill Act of 1862, The charge given to the land grant colleges then 
was 'to serve all the people." I see us trying to follow through on 
this original mandate. That some people can Interpret what we're try- 
i'*i>; to do here as being very radical suggests that it isn't people who 

fjeriously Puch hatoxc charges as "radical," rather it's that soiae- 
th:li^^ (lras::ic has happened and is happening to this society. lla'cha:c 
thcva coa tribute to the proLlem \r/ non-lnvolvonent or mutu-?! guspinlor-. , 
it * 5 t^^.ir. 'chtxt pi^orlc and t.he University got togethf^.r* 
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Instead of a Fnustlan Uviivtirslty creating sorcerer '3 apprentices i wa 
need a situation wh9re thx2 University produces knowledge that truly 
servco the people. 

So we bronght toc^ther people who can crtlculato some of the ques- 
*'ionn ^nd concerns of the different publics th<?.t arc p?irt of "the peo*- 
,.le*^' that the Morrill Act intended that land grant colleges serve. And 
alsoi w'e'te glad to have with us the participation of various faculty 
t^at have exprccsed interest in the questions that are beixig raised. 
Aiaong those gathered today are those associated with fanily farms, or- 
ganic farming, alternative approaches to marketing and consumer con- 
cerns , techaologlas that stress noii~was tef ul use of energy as well a-:; 
those active in organiisiug people out of poverty--be it moving farm 
workers in to cooperative farming ventures or raising big questionn on 
the nature of povev and the dist vibut ion of resources in this country. 
I think thi^re's a lot we can learn from each other. 

VJhav. we'd like to focus on this morning is to hear presentations 
from the various constituencies on how they see the University, espe- 
cla7.iy on the issues and questions that concern them, and how they see 
the University re£?ponding to them. Hopefully, they'll be some laying 
out yf an agenda of questions that will challenge those who are part 
of ihe University system to investigate as part of their research 
tii£-tir. t. 

To questions concerning the origins and auspices of this particu- 
lar conference-- the impetus comes basically from several projects on 
the UC Dav."^.s cai/ipus, directed towards issues that have arisen because 
of: the primary attention given to production agriculture and agribusi- 
ness. One. of these is a project looking into the social implications 
of research, examining' what ' s been done and why, also raising questions 
about the costs as well as benefits, especially in human and social 
terms. Another group has begun to examine the alternative technologies, 
par *:icularly the development of low energy use strategies. A third 
project recuses on the factors contributing to the viability of small 
family fa?:m5. It''s been the deliberation and joint thinking of indi- 
vtdualt; connected with these projects that brought about this confer- 
ence, with the prime auspices being assumed by the social implications 
of research project. 

Inasmuch as this conference focuses on questions, a comment con- 
cerning question-asking might be in order. I know that we've all been 
told that there is no such thing as a dumb question. It's not so much 
whether a que^ition is dumb or not. A more important distinction to 
make is to ack whether or not a question is honest. Honest questions 
are thosci that are raised to get at information, to seek out knowledge. 
Dishonest questions are those that are used to deflect attention, to 
put off th.<^ speaker, or to by-pass what the issues might be. I would 
ha;ie that the stress would be on the raising of honest questions. A 
F.:u,rJl.'Ar distinction might be made on the discussion concerning growth 
ard efficiency. The question is not so much whether grox7th and str>^.SB 
on efficiency is good or bad. The important distinction is to ask 
vyu'ith^.r moves for growth and efficiency are socially reopcnsible or 
5. ^^ jpsponelble . 
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Lc t tcr f ror: 



Jin Uorgan, Research Director 
United Farm Workers, AFL-CIO 

First of all, you nust hnoT;^ the United Farn TTorkers and many 
others ref:ard UC Davis aa an instrument of tlie f>rovers---a research 
subsidy to p.c along with their water subsidy, tax subsidy j labor sub- 
sidy, and direct payu^ents subsidy, A very nice set up 3 paid for by 
the taxpayers. What I hear you saying is that there are people at 
Davis uho uant to change thiS; people vrbo are .•\2l'in'^> 'Uhat can we 
do? 

I suppose there are three approaches you could take: 

!• St.op the F^.achines . It seems to us t!iat th^-*^ model yov.r re- 
search specialists are aiminf* tov/ard is the 40,000- acre Superior 
Farmino; Company, whose computerized and autonated j^.rove heaters, drip 
irrigation systems, and mechanical harvesters have produced a ^'marvel 
of technolof'y applied to ap.ricul ture • But "/hat's been the cost in 
people's jobs and lives? Efficiency'' apparently has no room for 
farm vrorkers, 

Me know what a close relationship outfits like Superior have with 
UC Davis. Ue We seen the bumper stickers in the Viticulture Depart- 
ment-— Eat California Grapes, the Forbidden Fruit and Chavez Eats 
Grapes* * That doesn't surprise us. TJe know where you're at. And x^e 
don't object to efficiency in agriculture. Rut we do reject irrespon- 
sible efficiency'* t/hich nives no care for the lives of the farm work- 
ers who like the growers make their living in agriculture. 

Ue're not so naive as to believe that this cold-hearted research 
apparatus can be halted, but you and our supporters there know the 
University better than we do, and you may have some ideas on that. 

At least there could be pressure to force the f?;rov7ers to pay for 
their own research, rather than feed off the taxpayers. Farm workers 
arc taxpayers too. Uhat is Davis doing with their tax money, other 
thaa using it to destroy them? The rationale that such research helps 
prrmo^ie agricultural efficiency and increase the nation's food supply, 
and thus is 'good for America is a phony one. !7ould factory work.ers 
tolerate a povernnent grant to General Itotors to study x^ays to in- 
crease efficiency by eliminating their jobs? Research should be done 
to promote jobs, not eliminate employment. The public's money should 
be used to benefit the public. 

2 . See that rrenuine consideration is p;iven to farn workers . 
Agricultural economists and grower research specialists always seem 
to speak of them as farm labor," a "cost factor'* to be reduced or 
eliminated. So, if they're just a commodity to be evaluated and 
dealt with, no one has to consider farm x/orkers as people. And clear- 
ly, those grower researchers don't. 

Rut perhaps you coul d bring s ome real consideration to bear for 
the effect of that research on farm v/orkers. 
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Mo hnctr that many of the p.cclTanical harvesters arc not designed 
to sCuVQ Money for the (>rouers and in fact, are not cheaper to operate 
than harvc:3 1 lap by hand. Their r'^al purpose is to ^>ot rid of ' f arn 
workers 5?o the j^rovers cnn escape from the faru workers' union. 
That's no secret. The f^rowers cry, Chavez is coninp,! Give us raa-- 
chinor^!*' And the University obli^^.es. 

The effect on faru \;orkers needs to be considered. I'ln not sup,- 
peTtinp a token farr» trorkcr representative on the cornittees thnt dc- 
lido ther.e thiiip,s. Uhon Arizona passed its r5.r.h t--Tring anti- union lav? 
ic:»*: £.u:ar'ier, Governor Jac); ■Lillians ^yas quick to offer a se?t on 1.1^: 
f. \-.>i-riemb«ir Acricultural Labor Relations Board to the UF!?, \u\o voulJ 

h. iVi.^ joined cuo nro^jers., a Teamster, and a *'neutra?J' reoreonnta:*:lve 

lha pub lie » who v/ould have set do^jn rules by a 4 1 vote tc ri'.i.ilvc y 

tho farm vorkars' union In Ariiiona. !.'e rciected th:-.s penerous ofxer, 

j*:.-it as tvC uould have done the proposal Ronald Reap.an vas ready to 
nake had Pro])0£:ltion 22 passed last fall. 

In the past year or two, ecology j;5rour>s hr.ve T^ressured p^overn- 
cient to force industry to unrlertake er.vi ronnental ir-ipact studies'' be- 
foc.^ any rcr.lcloss construction is public?.y I^wndcd. I don't kno-7 if 
these th:!:ins arc icnlly any pood, but at Ina;:!: they force a conscious- 
ness of the environment. Haybe you could push to see that "farm xxork- 
er inpact studies" are done and that no res^iarch proceeds which vould 
take away il.cir jobs end wreak l;avoc with cheir lives. 

And you ir.ay kno\/ other tactics w]:tich vould force the University 
to pivc- j>enuine consideration to the effect of -! ts research on farn 
workers , 

3 • .IJjf} tlvi: ro^g our ce/:^^^ the Univorsi ty to help far?i vorkers . 

l/.i have iound in our eleven years of orpanisinj^ that yjc are only suc- 
cessful when vc have power. Tlie forces farn Tjorkors are up apainst 
are puueriul and entrenched — the r^rowers, the politicians \Tho cater 
to t.'.eri (cspacial3.y the Rf^pub licans) , and company unions they fabri- 
cate (especially the Te;msters), and the public institutions they 
i;ipu.Late (especially universities like Davis) • 

Gur poal is to or<*ani2e the t\ro and a half million farm vorkers 

i. i the United States. The iTeaponc we have are the power of our nem- 
h irn to Gtrika and the power of our supporters across the country to 
boycott those commodities to brinp economic pressure to force those 
growers to recopni^e the ripht of the farn workers they employ tc 
have the union of their choice. Appeals to reason, morality, and de- 
i.iocracy ere. useless. They only understand economic por:er. 

xObviciisly^ knowTiedge is a kind of porter too. And you re sitting 
on a pold mine of information at UC Davis.. ""Jhat we need is anyrhinp. 
v'hich \/ill aahancc our pox:er to deal with t^e forces weS'e up apainst. 
I don't mean studies of farm v7orker attitude,^ or re-trainlnp prof^rams. 
Farm x/orkc.rs don't want to be re-trained. They x>7ant to live and work 
in dignity. And that's the fundamental purpose of the union. 

"You must know^ better than we do, what sources of information 
you have that would halp us understand this agricultural connlax and 
d-3al wri.th in more c^ff actively „ 
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Those of you vho support us can he helpftiJ. In our success, and 
WG rclcono your assistance. Stop the machines, If you can. See that 
genuine consideration is given to the effect on farm v/orkers of the 
rcoearch your university is doinj*. And as a public institution, 
share v;ith us the information you're producinn on Anerican aRiicul- 
ture. Ue're part of a.-^rlculture too. Anc' our union is here to stay. 



Suranary of Presentation by 

national Farmers Or c».ani::at ion 

:tr. Lun^lherr^ benan hy tallcirf: ar.out the c^an^G^^ in t^^c? Univer- 
sity in the tvcnty years since I'.e attended. At. tltat tine, it I'as 
quite popular to thini: of pood farrTiinf^ practices in terns of rora-- 
tion, as usino' cover crops, and other thinns that had been devi^lopod 
to increase the p::oductioii of our agricultural in^Iustry. Hut at the 
same tine, r'c. T/cre addrescinf^, ourselves to anotlier I'ord that h.?d 
sonetbinc^^ r.ort of na;7ic about it-- that Tras efficiency. It was a v;ord 
that ' ; a ;.' o i n f» to cure everybody s i 1 1 s - • i t \ra3 the way you ''ere p; o - 
incr to survive... 

Since then, T7e've replaced connittcd producers xTlth speculators 
:r.^. .! Mcr.ey nannpers- -people ^'ho V.avo completely lost the ''oal that the 
ori .laal people in afjriculture had,.. '* 

Tod<?y^ the ri.^ht to share in the Tr^alth, to bo irvolved i;: t]\n 
(a vy.ricultural) industry has been taken ^avay, becaii^ic we have becunic 
disoriented. Efficiency has been applied to the wron^ th.inf';--no t to 
people oriented efficiency, but P.oney type efficiency --what can nal;.e 
the T?.ost dollars 3 not vrhat is best for people... 

Mr. LundherfT and his three brothers have >>uilt up a farm of ap- 
proximately 3000 acres "T^.ut our days are nunber ed we ^ r e p.oinn to 
be replaced because soneday we're not p.oinn be efficient; ve ' re 
not f^oinf^ to be able to compete... I think our r»oals have been poor- 
ly es tablidhed-- no t on production of quality food, but or how cheap 
it can be jrouucad* lie haven't establish.ed O'lr research, in tli'^. best 
T.ay to do things, but rather, who is p.ivinp the f^rants and how do 
these thinv>s make money for those r-ivinp the grants.' 

Thc^ro are many vrays to solve the provUiction problems of ar.ricul- 
ture. iliere is \;ork beinr. done or. i;eed control in rice, but none 
b iolof^ically or mechanically , 'because the f^rants aren't available, 
•.'oney is f;ivo.n to test chor?.icals so that cor.nanies can extract inoney 
from ar,i^i-uiture and nake a profit. ' 

M.r. hundberr, then talked about natural weed control systems-- 
floodinf;^ \7ater control, crop rotation- • but these aren*t important 
to most people because they don * t make money for companies. 

Another i'.hinn need to do is make the consumer more involved 
in z'iz production of his food... This could ccnnunicate to the pro- 
ducer what ti\a person \*ants and educate the consumer to som.e of the 
problems that producers have. 

r.r , Lundberg went on to talk about the rise in food prices---' 
This is the first time l^va seen prices as 5>ood as when I started 
farninf^ 20 years a;^o. The co!3t of production has pcne up tremen- 
dously • 



ilr. Lundber;> is an orf^aiiic rice farmer in Tutte County and the VI ce- 
O „ President of the National Farm.ers Orp;ar?izativMi he is also interest-- 
ERJC ed in cattish hatcheries. 
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F/Ct '-'Mj; r'.ey r^or.l is rirodticirr foo*' chcn^:. i\ot produchifr duali- 
ty food (the poal of peneral ar^ricul turc) . I thinl: that our hif^r-^er.t 
probl.on coiiiGS in reorient Ir.f; oursclvGG an*' tUfi industry and t'lG Uni' 
i-^rrjity 'co wdeniiate anc! proner goals that b^vc a lonp tern ^,006 af- 
feet:. I |:ot involved in orf^anic af^ricultur^ becausa I irolt an obli 
nation to l'?.ave tlie Ian*; in as r,oofl a suapc as I found it. '^e ta::n 
trouble not to burn our rice strais try to rotate > try to f'^rox: ,^rc;eii 
r.anura crops - try to :^.ai;r:aiii this resource for Liter r.crrier .'zti<in:j . 
r,ut at the pr.:j»-nt: tine. t\\^ tray V7?. aro I'clr*^ oriented tovrard effi- 
ciency., 7'-iopie CivVt afford to rotate, to xvork the strav* in p and 
th^y must us^ c'.kC ilcr.l'S^ to <>et the price up (si?.i.cc the p^-ic .: Is so 
10*7) . • . . 

So sov.ie of the probler^s come frop. consur.er una^'^ronesr « The 
cc ' ^ ir\or hcs uo pet nore involved -Ue need a r^.^dlrficti on of our 
ri.i. i: r, re edacation of the consur^.er., and a tcanT'^or^: effort to solv 
the J. r oh lens- 



Sur.mary of Presentation by 

liernnr':! r lemon t^* 
Californiii Certified Orf»epic T^'arncrs Orpnnizatiun 

i'r. Ijricricnt bcf^an ly pivinp son;^. infornation about hir, orfrani** 
rntinp. Vc Tiave ornnni:cd in Californi-i to certify orf'.anlc yrovcvv* 
to ::rtify the food that they PVorluce--that it is pesticide Croe and 
thi*'. the soil nariapcmunt Is Guch that it builds up the soil and that 
no o.heiiical c^rayr. or fertili::ers are used. are involved in cou- 

uor relationships becciusc t^q have consuTncr ropresen t a tiven on all 
of our cer tif i::ation visits; there is also a consuner rcpr^irTcnl ativc 
ou our board,,. IJe T/ill be brand identifying', in that th':ce vjili be 
a st.icltcr on tha product ^ either on the packa^^e or on the crate or 
l0f> tellim; ch*: cunsui?.er tb.at this is a certified pror^uct, so that 
people irill hava sone reference as to ^^'rcre the food io coming, from. 

Sorie of iilie areas iif, Dricnont nenticTi'.d his or fariiaat ion would 
like to sae re:;oarchod are : 

1. Plant rusir;tance to insects and diGf^ase<3' 

2. Food values of particular crops-- Is the consumer buying 
food or is he buying bulk?' 

3. B:lolop:ical control of insectr? and diseases: 

4. Itarke t infc and food handling probiens of the sm«ill rt'overs^^ 

Cvcrythin;^^ has been oriented around sue!* lar<^e quantities 
that, the snail f;rov;or can't process his oun food, and this 
±v T.dicr-.^ It is at. If the rrouer can deliver his product 
prepared to the narkct, then he will ^(it his s^iarc of the 
uealth in return 

5. Large scale co^postinfr -cooperation with cities to recycle 
urban vjas tos: ' 

6. P^chap.in^, j^^rades-— "These have been based strictly on anpcar 
ance, not on food value or nutritional value. ' 

7. Consuncr Interaction v;i th the f nrners -"The more the coiisu- 
ifier knoi.'Sj *^he more they'll demand better products. ' 



"ilr. :;^ric.-rLcnt ic. the Vice 'T>ren idea t of the California Certified Or- 
ganic Farr^Kirs Association ^ an association of sone 56 farnn in Cali- 
fornia. Vic is an enpineer in San Jose and a farmer in Santa Cruz. 
Due to t!*.c i31ness of F« F. ' Cal* Slewinp., ?^.r . Bricmont k.i...d*.y 
i.^rocd i:o i;p'.^a!: on v^ry bhcr^. riociec. 
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Sunnary of Prcssntntlon hy 

Cliff ::uDPnrcy^ 
!jcolo['^y Action Ecluc«? t ional Institute 

Society today n baric interant in itr ov/n flestructlcn. To- 

day. x'O are intareotod in one part of society, the fnrn. ^ut vc nx\:it 
recoo;nire the relationship of the farn in the cor.ter*: of tho Inrp.cr 
problonj oi !;'.)cl:^ ty . . . to nr.ke sure that t7e clor't fini ourselves In a 
self -contradic tory or self dcfo-?.tinr. situation as mo nake planfj on 
into the future.'' 

• TI;:^ popul at ion droA! is no*.; out s t rippir,:'. t'.o al>ill ty oT the 
earth's resources and the life support systot: to n^et that dra^',^ 

...Uo i;houldn*^ lose sif»ht of the nr.'' na^-terns cf farn labor- — 
\MiereaJ used to have farr. hands thot lived on the lar.d and x.'ors 
pr^id annually, you nov; have contract labor, and so th'* nnrson vho 
oijv.ri the farn '»ranr.s a ntuinun ar.ount of hourly coutracted labor so 
tl»ere isn't the nosc.lbility of doinr. thn fence ncndin.^. or the soil 
conservation T/ork that v^as done Jurinj^ the slox: months that we had 
in the past. . , 

* The env'irctiron tal novenent, because it is oriented to the cit- 
ins y has been extre^iely short cifhted not to becope involved in the 
basic issue of sjII conservation. Once we stop puttfnr filth in the 
air ^ tr*e air Tjill be clean: once vc stop siltinp our rivers and fill- 
±:ir. then uith dissolved solids, they T'ill be clean. liut as you all 
k]i"^*% once the soil is ^one, it if: p.one : and it takes a lonf^, t L^iO to 
b'.uid that bano bad;. 

Accordinf: to !'r . Hnraphreyv perhaps the most basic problon that 
V'2 face today, both in apricultnre and in our society as a rholc, is 
that the docision-'inakliip. process is one r.r\A the sane \7ith the capi- 
ta.Li^iaL 5 on process- If you can't capitalize it, you can^t do it. 
Ke are irposinfr nan r.ade institutions that are expedient for us in 
the short run at the expense of the lonn term benefits of biolop.ical 
or natural syrtcns... * 

' , , .Ue 1k:vc to develop the confidence that we can do social in* 
ventinj; u.itli the sane confidence that we can develop ne»^ cquipnont... 
Ue need social anrln^erinf^ on the same scale as nech.anical and sci- 
entific enpinecrinp: I Of course, it is a political problem- -you liava 
tne proMciii of tho Univorjiity becoming involved in the political pro- 
cess-^- I don't think rro can avoid tliat. I t^;ink we have to face this 
thinp, head on and apply the resources of the University that coracs 
fron the people in society to design the kinds of chanjjes that re 
rust have to survive. 
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nr. Ilunphrey has been active in the ecolof»y movement since its in- 
cept jcjr. Ho T7as orir;iiic;lly active in Tierltelev, but once le pot 
■Zcolo>;y Action nroin'-. he stavt'id t' iuMnp- • ^or'.r.ley ir: I.lnd of an 
.-aoTKily bocw^use a;'y chanf»j pirop.Vc'.n could happen in ricr!:eley. so 
•./c'ii {>o sonevdiero else for a better test." lie pick.ed Tlodesto and 
fc'tarted the Ecolojty Action Educational Institute. 



\J(* v:nr,t build survival value into culture, and tlvis vill bo 
done la a vary prcKndi ta ted and plannec^ ranncr. 



Ar'.riculturc ' s role in this is fundanontal. Accordinp, to I!r. 
!iray , vc aro now dependent on techniques th«Tt are exnloifrative of 
tuo !.j.;:d , t:he farmer, the farn xrorker, and the consumer. Emphasis 
on r.'fiicioncy is a trap as ue consider a more human oriented form of 
a;,r:» culture r-nd society, ' 

The floiiar success of af^riculture allo';s a familiar succe^jsion 
froiu the far/i to urban expansion, and then a very successful rinn of 
retail es tab linhnent and service es tablislimcnts for the farminr* com- 
nunity on the periphery of this urban area, urban d<2cay wutlrin the 
center of that urban area as the rinp contir.uca to expand out into 
the farr.land and then factories corinp in and epnloyinf* those ^jho are 
avn.ilahle for a low hourly T*ap;e.' 

Mr. ;Iunphrey not; sees this succession '^niup; on in the central 
valley- • truc}:inp firr-s frora LA are request inr; to move into *!odesto. ' 
It is clvcripor 'lo pave over soiae of the fringe farmland for the 
truckinf^ operaticns than it is to pay the taxes in LA. 

So.^ in the move to decentralise apricnlturo.-- to hr>vG more small 
parcels^ more oxjuer operated parcels- -we must exercise extreme cau 
tion or such a policy v/ill result in massive urban spra^'l. If vie 
have people in increased numbers movinp back to the land T/ith the 
sane expectations of society today, the movonent 'Till be a self- de- 
feating one . 

Ilr. Humphrey then commented on a project entitled the metabolism 
approcich to environmental research. ' Accordinp: to ti'is theory, in 
africulture ve have to look at the basic relat ionsl^ins beti^een the 
fer':x]e land where our liabitat is, the water, and the ener^^.y relation- 
sli^ps. And \:e may have to desivTn neu macrices of T/hore people live., 
h:', chcy r];rou their food, and hoi; they eat. Ue may have to design 
ncvr relationships to reach the values and p.oals we're pursuinf* with- 
out continuing some of the evils our society is trapped in today. 

...Ue must raovG ahead Trith a minimum of indebtedness and a max- 
imum of sharin.f*.-. And so while vc need nev7 forms on the land in 
terris of ne-; machines., alternative enerj^y sources (such ac methane), 
we also have to learn to make do with a minimum amount of steel per 
person, a minimum amount of irrir.ation pipe per acre, a minimum 
anount of horsepower p?jr acre... 

"...These are the kinds of questions r/n h<?.ve to be willing to 
raise. Ue have to orfranii^e ourselves perhaps into new units to allow 
the success of smaller production units and maintain a maximum number 
of acres in production. * 
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Sunnary of Presenta tlcn by 

Robert van rlcn "^osch^' 
Division of niolopical Control, UC nerhelcy 

I am a survivor the p.oinf; has been rouph. In response to a 
recent article I v^rote for Or p.anic G a^r d^en^irj; , rrhich cvolcerl sonc of 
the nosl: horrendous tirades out of sorae of our farn advlGory that I 
have ever read or witnessed, ono farn advisor wrote me th?,t v/hon he 
had nentioned ne to one of his en t omolo^'.is t friends, the response fron 
fron the entoi.iolo<3i?> t was , 'If van den Bosch's scientific inteprity 
xrere to be raeasured on a scale of 1 10, his intep.rity ^TouJd have 
to be li^easured in ppm. ' This is the kind of stuff 1"^ forced to take 
and I love it. I We got a retort coninp. un in Rodale Press— if thay 
rMjMifihit in Orpanic Gardening .-^apazina, they'll have noie puts thnr. 
X :o because the farn advisor pretty well runs dovjn Rod^le Press, 
In*, tho nane of the thing is ^'Bouquets frora the Pt-iual Farn."' 

Dr. van den Bosch went on to sny that the oripinnl charter o? 
t:he University of California is T'hat f^ives it its r.niqueness, end it 
worries hiin that this charter is bein«; attacked. 

The issues "hat he tjas concerned about ten years apo at River- 
side are just t.o\7 surfacing as issues for University involveiien t • 
"I have referred to the Exoerinient Stations in the past as craven 
political places, and I don^t back off fron that opinion one bit. 
The agricultural collep,es too often subnit to the poi/er of groups-- 
the groups with political and economic power.' 

As an cr.anple of this capitaula tion to power. Dr. van den Eosch 
described annual neetinps at UC Riverside where representatives of 
Sunkist cane to the canpus to see what was going on. Out of one of 
thc-.se meetings 5 Dr. van den Dosch i^as ordered (through his departneut 
chair:'ati via the dean) to stop the work he vjas doing and devote full 
tine to :7orking on an aphid that transmits diseases to citrus. His 
refusal to do this was one of the things that led to his dismissal. 

In itipard to the recent law passed for licensing pest control 
advisors. Dr. van den Bosch said that the University got involved 
when the Council of California Growers, scared because a better law 
almost '^ot passed, asked the University to write another law better 
su:*.tGd to the Interests of the Council- -another example of the capi- 
tu7.at:ion to the powers that be. It is Dr. van den T3osch*s opinion 
th-^t the present law has set pest, control advisors bad: a long rjav . 

A3 far as integrated control and biological control are con- 
cerned., .we are making headway:, although there are people constantly 
harasf^lag us." The Division of Bioloqical Control has suffered th^^ 
same budget cuts as the rest of the University, so the anount of 
money they are getting is not all that great. 



Dr.- van den Bosch is an entomologist and Chairman of the Division of 
BiologJc^^.l Control at UC Berkeley. }l^ has been afjsociated with th-Ji 
pesticide issue, dealing with questions on the politico; of pesti- 
cides and why insects keep being such a problen despite all of thp- 
chemical input;, he is also v7orking on a study of alternative pesti- 
cides . 
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Hone people say that the research role of tl^.e Collej'.e of Agri- 
cultural Sciences should be vriped out> but Or. van den Bosch feels 
thai: the University should have the role of uatch dof^. In other 
wocdfl^ if the University doesn't do agricultural research, v/e open a 
v:-.uin;., The University is not fulfilling, its role- it has tradit.von*- 
aAiy :iided with the powers that be. Thn University, accordinf> to Dr.. 
van don Bosch., should be the fair -minded element in the research af 
i air. 

The most crucial change that I can see in the University of 
Calif oruia' chai^.^inf^, role... is to change its posture. And if this 
doesn't h^jupcn, the agricultural colleges will be shut dovn , I-f!cause 
the public iiT.n't getting, much out or the**>. There ±n the potential to 
do a great deal of sociological and ecological good trithin the frane- 
v:ork of the Division of Agricultural Science.:, as V7<^11 as to increase 
production efficiency- Me need an overall pViilosophical change in 
the Univt-rsity . ' 

The University \7ill have to put its nouoy uhere its nouth is 
to back these changes financially. 
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Sunrr.ary of Pres cnta t ion by 



r-avid Talanau te* 
El Rancho del Sol 

l/i:cn ni Rancho del Sol bcj^an five years ac^o, they started analy.'s- 
ing the kiiwls of problems farm workers would face ten years -ifter, and 
how thoy c.uld solve these problems. After havin^> been involved in 
^uivoral proj»2cLs, '',..v/e roali::ed that v/e had to get part of the eco- 
nomic pie in the County.'' Some of the biggest industries in the Val- 
ley vrcire located .in Stanislaus County vzith more cominf^ in and fnrm 
wor'*.:is had fn;? choices--either go on welfare, migrate elscwhor'i; cr 
fi|;h+: the Teamsters or large conglomerates-- to survive. Thus, irtuch of 
tha e..ergy of El Rancho del Sol was spent trying to survival; there x;as 
no ti»;»n for research. "Ue haven't had the opportunity to utilicio l.ha 
U:iivornity of California..." 

One. of the goalG of El Rancho del Sol x/as to implement a corpora- . 
tion that would serve farm workers and be run by the farm \/orkers. The 
cooperative started with 350 members- — Chicanes, Blacks, Okies. howev- 
er, later eacli group decided to organize its own economic base. 

Although they had oric^inally planned to begin x/ith 200-300 acres 
of land, ui'ider the advice of Mr. Joe Yonan, a small farmer in Stanis-- 
laus County for over 40 years, they decided to start with a smaller 
plot in order to loam and educate themse3.ves about the problems they 
would face. Three years ago, with 20 families, they approached the 
Extension Service of Stanislaus County for assistance and were met nega- 
tively. 'Thay said we would never be able to organize ourselves into 
a farm worker corporation and do what v/e wanted to do...'' Fnrm work- 
ers of El Ranr.ho del Sol were not able to get the necessary informa- 
tion for the Extenrjion Service, liov/ever a UC student working in Stanis- 
laus County wai=:; able to get assistance from Extension and do some of 
the necessary research. 

They round a plot of land abandoned by the University of Califor- 
nia, occupied it, Jcv'-'Oped it, and then went through the legal chan- 
nels to acquire the land. They now have it on a lease with an option 
to ht-y. But El Rancho del Sol encountered problems. "First, to be 

to f;0t the research that we needed done,, x/e had to have hearings; 
vjo. '^'*C. to appear before the Senate Subcommittee on Migratory Labor.. « 
and w-e testified to the fact that we just couldn't get any information 
. . . j t ■ t; strictly the rlite that get the research, because of the poli- 
tics involved. In Stanislaus County, the large growers, conglomerates 
and industries control the taxpayers' agencies. And we had no base-a- 
political or economical. So this gave us more reason to organise. He 
started reach. in g out to people who had more contacts and little mor-e 
political influence than wo did. We went before various senators, con- 
gressmen, assf:ablymcn s and local legislators co protest and complain 
about the way we v^ere treated by the Ei^tenrjicn Service. It came out . 
in a public debate between the director of tU • Exteuoioa Servici?. and 



David Talamante is the President and one. of the founders of El Rancho 
del Sol;, a cooperative farming enterpri jg • comprised of about ten fav.ii- 
lies of farm work background in Keyes, California. 
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u"-so7f ii* ulie t>.*.pC:ro auu couuinucd for about threo v o ?.ts . i>-i cl?. 
na; ! C a Litter of apolop,y from hin becausG of the Senate Sub- 

conuxLcee ii;iarin}>s . Since then, we've had a good r«iiatf.on:. i.lr v/o;k:*.a,, 
"ith thc^iu I'm trying to point out the kind of pulicical j:>rG33\\T2 It 
took f c uj to organiz- ourselvos and show that we also hac* some pu- 
iitical clout in the County.*' 

There were other problems: Last year, everything planted by EJ 
Rancho del Sol was organic, but because of the orj^anic process and 
lack of information, the crops were late and they didn't get uhe best 
prices. This year to avoid this, they planted earlier, but as a ro- 
sult got insects, so 1/2 of the crop is org:anic and 1/2 is not. Uv . 
Talamante emphasized the fact that information from the Extension Ser- 
vice could hrve helped to prevent tliis. But they gained experience.- 

'*If tha University of California vrould work in conjunction with 
the farm workers and help with research, then ;che concumer would get 
<-.he end result of better products, savings^ and most iiupartont, che 
concern that the people themselves are getting the best product. Rut 
Instead, this (information) goes to the power elite, the elite socie- 
ty. And whether we can change this structure or not, I don*t kaow. 
hnr. we're doing it cn our own. We*' re noc waiting For the VaXvKz't.3l.tf 
^ wl.ange che stru^'.ture or to deal with our proble m s , but i t • o i\ 1 d 
Iiave heli:ed; what: has tak'^n us five years to accomplish could have 
been done In one with the research you have available here.'' 

'None of this wealth, none of this research has gone out to the 
people themselves. I don't know whether we can change this, but I do 
kr-ovz that i-'s going to take more than just the people in this room 
aric. mo::e than just discussion. There's 9;oing to have to be som.^ poli- 
cical muscle, legal action, and the kind of work we*re doing.'' Mr. 
Talamante 5:ressod the importance of organizing a coalition of small 
farmers aud farm workers and other groups neglected by University re • 
search;: a ccaliuion of those with practical experience and those with 
rechnif *>.nowledge. 

Ac«iordin.3 to Mr. Talamante, research alone is not sufficiert. Wr- 
lieed 1-0 ask, *'...what kinds of actions can vre take to implement the 
reG»?arr,i ? .. you Lav- nixlions cf dollars of research. . .but when 
y<^i: ro. vcady to ^.mpier.ant it, the powers that be come down on you. 
Xl*g ^uinr^ to lake more than being in one room and talking about it; 
we're all going f:o l.ave to organize ... not just the social problems, 
but v/e also hrive to ?.nok at the marketing problem. Who controls the 
markets? Ivho mnkes the money? We have to have input on every level 
of the game in agricul ture--f rom the top to the bottom.'^ 

"TV.e Uaiverciity started with being concerned about human beinj^Sp 
but somehow or another got away from it, and now we have to bring it 
back to the people. And we can do it, but we have to work together 
to understand the problems that each of us faces and hew to deal wit^ 
the Ha ^* 
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Sutnnavy of Presentation . by 

Jerry Kr«sy^ 
Co n b u r;:c r Co op o f B c r ke 1 ey 

''.•.I'lrst of all, yon Jo knov; that the consnmer payr> r.il the 
bills ,v;liother you'ra wealthy or vhcther you're poor .who tho.r it 
{!oes into University parents ^ taxes ^ welfare, ta:: wr i t«a-c f f i."-— f or all 
of tl;iGj, tihc consumer pays the bills. If they don^t pay for it in 
tlic uarV.ctplacG , they pay for it in the second way, 1^11 give you 
a classic exaTOple: take the spray can> made of metal, you can't use 
thc> dimn thinf^--all you car do is put it on the sehlf- You're goinp, 
to that price too. You also pay much of the agricultural priaa^i, 

ai:u y^.u also pay for snog, air or water pollution... Cheanrxess is 
no.*: th-a lvalue:, much of the time we think how can we }$et it cheaper, p. 
lie r,i\y the secondary prices , the prices that ecology groups have -o 
cry to o;o around and clean up---plastic and cans and glass and 30 
forth - . . 

Hr, Kreoy explained that the idea that large supermarkets are 
the most efficient ways to distribute food is not true. ''Many peo- 
ple who work in food conspiracies know that you can get food much 
cheaper than in any suporrnar/.e t . " 

He went on to say that the consurAors in cha Bay Area have advan- 
tages over people in Sacramento or Modesto- 'You^re subsidizing us; 
you're payln>3 more for the same products than we're paying in the Bay 
Area^ and this doesn't involve the price differential or that the 
crop may be closer to you. You're subsidizing \is because at this time, 
Lucksaii^- is in the process of attempting to squeeze out of th<i Market- 
ing businesi^ the small independent chains and independent grocery 
stores- The. way they're doing it is a differential pricing struc- 
ture... oafev;ay has different prices in different areas for the same 
product. " 

'\ . r rif f eren tial pricing is a way to make it impossible for mar- 
keting co-ops to have a marketing situation where you're going to have 
a fair deal,'' Hr . Uresy explained that even a large co-op like that 
In iiorkc^iley cannot compete vrith Safeway because Safeway is big enough 
thac they can maintain low prices in the Bay Area and make up for it 
in ether areas • 

o . . Food conspir icies . . . aren ' t changing agribusiness; it isn't 
chau;^ing the political structure; what it is essentially saying it?, 

I can do better for myself if you and I work together.^ You get into 
buying clubs 9 and the same kinds of things are in operation. But if 
you get into urban co-ops^ you can begin to educate people.., you can 
take a little piece of the dollar.. -and use it for educational pur- 
poses or maybe even for legislation. You can support other co-opr, and 
facn groups (Berkeley co-op uses only UFW lettuce). ...You can do 
this stuff if you're big enough:, it doesn't i-n.atter what you do if j^ou 
?.re small. In the beginning vdu have to be i-:rt:all to learn and grow, 
but if your goal is to take care of your self . o . that ' s all you'll take 
care ofo 



^•flr. Kresy represents the Consumer Co-op of Berkeley j. an alternative 

marketing enterprise of supermarkets 9 service stations, garages, or-- 
ganic food stores; he is particularly instrumental in vrcrking vlth 
meraber participation^ ne^ber control, and member education. 

15 



SuiTivr.ary of Presentation by 

Sheldon GrGone>'? 
Confcor Uor Rural Studios 

Mr. Gjocne began his prGcentation by dcbJcribing the enormity of 
t-.ask involvod in at: r v?. jip r. in?, to change nn i.i^t-.itution like the 
*'nJ.verc.iJ:y of Calif oriiia. He then talked aboul: so^e of the "predica- 
ments" :».:! ru5:iil Aixricau for whir.ri the University can be held respon- 
sible. 

''.•.the linivcrsity hay been very successful in encouraging pro- 
ductivity in ai,rical turc . . o thiG productivity has h^id a technological 
and reGoarcti couipr.uont \/hich has led to capital ial:en:iivity versus 
labor inter.c^i^xty in California, and to a p.reat extent, Aiaarican agri-- 
culture- Tha inpact of this, coriibined wir.h other forces — i'^ovornncnt 
rolicicLJ, t.-vx policies---have led to the loss of i'ai.\ily far;.:iii:r^o To 
juiup over Calif ornia o to Nc:w Jersey, which is l:nowa in the East as 
tha '"j.r6on Sta'co, vhxch yupplios thin great urban TuCgalopolis \jith a 
lot: or its vcge tables ... in the 20 years betv:een 1950 and 1970, ITevr 
.Tc;:::- - ha-i IohK 2/3 of its family farners, and 1/3 oil its farm land 
cu'? a variety of factors. This ^ despite the empuaGis on producti- 
vity rmd capital intensivity or perhaps as a result of these factors, 
wh:ica are,, to a largo extent , the output of this and similar land 
g:-2n.t: institutions. The alternative to the productivity is that ws^ve 
sufffir::u as consumors from the poor quality of merchandise provided 
from tiie greater emphasis on the appearance of it, rather than the nu~ 
ti:itio:ial vrilua of it» And we also sustained an ironic > but inevi- 
table, increase in eiost for this food which has less quality, rjv.ch of 
the cost attributable to the secondary questions of distribution of 
n^rc'iandising. . , 

".•.the attrition of the family farmer and vith that a concomitant 
attrition of independent businessmen in the small communities who have 
had this r//r:.biotic relationship with the fai.iily farmers in the outly- 
ing •ccgicii", and along with this, the loss of the farm worker ^s mean 
income — his miserable income because he's been displaced by the farm 
Machinery and the lack of an alternative in the rural economy for him... 
Kiid wi'-'h this haa ci..?Tie a concentration of ownership of land in rural 
Aine rica . . • i?y abac-itee conglomera t es <> And along with this concentra^ 
tion has been tax lo'Jo farming and ov/nership of land by any number of 
r>i/ nd.lca tes that are ncn -agriculturally based... And along with this 
has core tire concept of vertical integration of corporations \;hicl'i are 
not only farming, but doing tiie marketings with the monopolistic consi- 
d^:7:ations5 the concentration of the market in the hands of uho few, 
th^^ inevitable increase in price which comes v;ith oligopoly and mono- 
poly* And with that has come environmental degradation ... the deple- 
tion of single resources, the degradation of the soil, the exhaustion 
of it vith nitrates, pesticides and water as V7ell. And for all of 
v:i:\.>-; a continual poor return on the invest of the farmer.^ the farmer^s 
capitji investment, so his benefit by and large has not been commen- 
GUi:a'.e with the increase in productivity. He's driven to have a larj;^;- 
or and larger farm to make a decent return for himself because he need^ 



'oheldon rfrei?.ne is the founder of the Center for Rural.. StU'lior* in San 
Francisco and one of the directors of the National Coalitica for Laiid 
Ref ormo 
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•.;^t: :.vi.,c and incrc production... And finally, the bureauc:r.3/:i::a- 

tion i.*v '.navke t ing , extensive controls on hov; you packape, the app-^.aT- 
ance of tlii'.ngs, just naks it harder for the small man..." 

"!^hat can ;/e do? Several of un in thio room had a scries 0'2 
uieotings and vovelopecl sono fairly derailed recommeudations , which one 
day...wo'.Tl present to tl:o Board of Regents and inevi::ably f:o thct l^s- 
gislatvrii* » r .We do need to make the Univcrdty accotmtabXe for il.ij 
research to the .same extienr. that any new plant today has got to accoupn 
to the public,.. to show th.^f; it is in the public interest and will not 
harm the public b';i.'cre it can ba built* We also need to have the Uni- 
versity consi^ler the secondary cons iderat ious j, secondary attributes of 
researcli and to weigh those costs 5 social and economic costs before 
anga^'^ing in research. ...Certainly, we have to nake the University 
concentrate much more than a token response on elevating tho.t seement 
of the rur^l society which has been so abused by the productivity en- 
phasis of chc p.:\st several decades-- that , of course, is the fanily 
farmer 5 the farm worker, other people who are depeudent on the fari^i 
economy in the rural areas, including the urban consumer.' 

■'...Perhaps viewing our relationship to the University in a va- 
cuiun is Komewhat: quixotic j, because really, the lesson of the Universi- 
ty's orientation toward the agribusiness interests reflects that 
tl\o,ra'*s much more than just our common interest, our common concern, 
ov.r f Myvnulatloii of intelligent recommendations that's at stake. ... 
0[>-. .1 : usly 5 v/hat's needed is one or more vehicles of political povjer 
vhich is based upcn a broad popular coalit ion . . . of people who can get 
toc:eth?.r and recoj?nize that their common needs are in a certain vein 
arid articulate these in a concrete way, and then structure an. organi-- 
Er).v.1.on in such a way that they can make their interests known to the 
existing polil:ical leaders, and to new people that they mij^ht elect, 
who are as beholden to that coiis ti tuency as many of the other politic- 
cal leaders are beholden to our adversaries today. The idea with 
which v/e should all probably go away from this conference io the im- 
portance- of political puv7er if there's to be any meaningful change in 
Iho present power relationships in rural California and rural An»erica.. 
And this requires an economic base 3 not just an organizational base.... 
Qbvlousl;^ the e'^onomic base that agribusiness has legitimizes their 
claimr> w:.;::.. the University 5 with the politicians, and also gives ther. 
the moneys -he *;ax contributions to say, 'we have a right to special 
legislationp or legislation which reflects our interests to the ex- 
clusion of other people....'** 
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Workshop on 

ALTERtJATTVr.S TO TF- AGRTBUSTHf^SS ;?ET''OD OF FARIITMG 
S un:*iar ized by Henry Esb -.in shade 

Th'.^ :rorlcshop bo,ean \'itli a diiicussion on the r-athods of orranlc 
agricul rure . ll vas pointed out that ap:r ibus incss ox/iied th.e best 
landy, x'hile only the Icsg riinorally rich soili.; Tjore av^tila..lci ::o the 
r^mali farnerso I'his led to tli-r: question of soil nutrition, crop ro- 
t.atioiis, and croon nanurcs plu'j conpostin.'^o Thore t-t^s doult cxprr-sae 
ever the t'easibilily of the process of chan^inin; a Hatn from chemical 

•^";':^inic. There is riuc)! bad; yard ey.perience with gardens, h'Jt 
vt':r-- little is I<-.noT;n about the iar<rcr onorations* 

Uendell Lundbcrp; of tlie National Farr.ers Or p.aniiza tion and an or- 
f;.ii\l.j rice farmer, spo!:e of his 3,000- acre fartn, an^' how lit tin sup- 
port he iiELG ,^iven in deaiinj; T;i th crop probl-^ms by the Uni^rcrslty- 
Tlie concensus of all present nas that HC Ezctension hafj littlrj c:oac.cn- 
tion of v;hnt or.^auic farncrs are doinq. :!r. Lund!?erp's rarn ±Vj sue- 
cecsful and points op ti^ilsticaliy to thc^. feasibility of sucli rarrriin.^, 
but he is i/eli aware of the problems which oth.er farners around hin 
are facin^^,. He feels snron^ly that the p-iblic ±v not hearing the 
voice oZ r.he real Zariv.er today, and only t^.iou-^h a cooperative effort 
can needed inf orniatiiou be made available. 

Bernai'd Bricr-.ont of California Certi£i:;d Orp.anlc Fanners s'lpport 
cd this discission with accounts of farjTiers when ho is ccrtifyinf^. 
?'any questions were raised concerninf^ this process of certification, 
and it was pointed out that the IJC systeri surely nust be ablr^ to as- 
sist iii the dc te rrniinat ion of the factors which influence the organic 
concent cf soils = Farncrs v;ant to learn what they can from those v/lio 
have the research facilities. 

DieciiGCion moved into the tax question as soaobody broup;iit out 
t-he qu.c,*< tionabla econo'.iics of the small famine operations in the 
r.tate. In response, Dr. Paul Taylor , Professor of Fcono.iics at 
UC Berkeley, discus^^ed the reforms of the Nev; Deal, reforms which the 
potiple did not support, and as a result., fniled. T^.e machinery"' 
clo^tid down due to lick of hnowledp.e in the community. It is propter 
to }:peal: of the responsibility of UC, but also the role of the people 
Lj ; ■" V ho. considered..' 

David Talamante of El Rancho del Sol spoke of his efforts to or- 
f^^nnize the small farmers ^ and the establishment of a farm worker *s 
iobDy in Nashin^'iton with hopes for the establishment of a bank for 
loans to small farming operations « Others actively joined in the 
discussion of how to about orf-;ani2:inr: political action, with the 
conclusion bcinf;. that an orf^anizatioh vras certainly needed to tak.e 
into account the \7ide variety of problems all of th.em faced* It was 
suf3f?ested that a series of similar conferences of farmers be held to 
orf^anize and define in detail the problem aroas which could be denlt 
with* A long disciission ensued on the stratcr.ies of power, the his- 
tory of retormG (for the people or for tbe ^30 vernment V ) » Uho can xie 
o;o to in the UC system to research a problera? An alternative to a^ri 
bur.dness is pov/er. C!:iall farming; is poor business today - 
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X i.lu^ coursG of this dlscuGslon, Dr. John !ladison of the Dc- 
pa. T'tont o.t EnvironmGntal Ilorticiilturc snohe o^: o friend in t.!^e •lici- 
\K^.st vrlio orpanisctl a nunber of hia neighbors and their frJ.cndc to - 
V.'.Vv'ly oiirsuo lowerin^: thf^ir produ^ition costs by imnXonentintr orr.nnic 
p v'.-i.::- iilo.s , technolorricr.l excb.anf^CG, an^- cooperation, ^^e nointcvl oat 
tiiiat four Ccilorios oC fossil fuels are needed, to produca ono. calorie 
of food, T/h:; ch is hardly effic:(.ent in conpari'von to tho worl-. underta- 
ken in irj?» ici;>e'ti t inp otiior forns of enerpy in^the production of orr:nn~ 
ic foods- ]^fficiency should not he nonotary, but iiiGtead; nensurcd 
by the peopl-B producinc^ o\\ the land. It c-an be done nost- ef ficicintly 
if ue bef;:in r. , use our rotjources - 

j'r. :'vicnont spoke of tf-.o urp.ency in r^iarhe tinr foods directly 
fron V.hc farr\:-r, thus elinj na t iur* the n.iri d1 ."t^-'i^n (broV-ors. etz.), -/ho 
outer to uhe ;iacfM> surernarhets . ^indin.r^ loopholes and p.ettinp, around 
the narkctin'-;; organizations in pover. The University nuGt understand 
ch.c parar-o. Lers of t\i9. problen-^an analyrjis of the systen and cm alter- 
ir.ative dlrriction for the snail fainers wac celled for- Tiiere uns in- 
terest in the alternative narketin?* system currently in operation in 
l>arope called 'Oo^\cter^ i/hich is t.'^e arn of the ? io - "^ynapic famine 
systen in th(;se countries- The '-^ork of Dr, Pfciffer in this field 
T/as mentioned alonp ^'inh nanss of other Europeans who had spent nany 
years in the early part of this century attenptlnp to deal with the 
2ppro;jc!iir-.p; chenic-:"iJ. revolution • 

Ilr. Lundbcrn spoke of the catfish he raised. ^ and hovT they vQve 
soil to the public i;ith no inspection of their toxicity^ irrespective 
cz t::e chemicals x:hich ccald have been applied to rerrions surrounding^ 
tho ponds : or the actual nutrients consumed by these fich. Tho over- 
aM cv^actiuA iras a demand for greater research into the meaning of 

ivity foodc versus the chemically fertilized production oriontation. 
t c rj .:y the health of the people and of tlic soils vrhich produce foi: 
thein. There must be a raediun of communication betTTeen such farmers 
f.vho are truly concerned vzith these problems, but v/ho do not fit into 
the bac!:yard Rodale Organic Gardeninp prof^rams as they e:!:ist at pre- 
sent<, Once af^iinj tho. need for research into farninp; organically vac 
{^mi)hac i z ed » 

Dr. Robert van den Bosch of the division of Biolopical Conf-^rol, 
UC Berkeley 3 spoke of the worl; of the "^iolopical Control laboratories 
in xMbany- Although he did not feel that this Trork directly benefit- 
ed snali farn.^.rs or crpanic farmers ^ he did feel that they could uti- 
lize the roL^ourneo by orpanizinp and nrosentinp inputs for research 
into the problems ^.fh.icii faced them. Tr- van den Bosch mentioned that 
the funds for the T/:ork of the laboratories are severely limited by 
the State; and also by the larpe cotton and alfalfa lobby proupc who 
have the capital to support research for their interest proupso I^uch 
work has been dene, and he saw no reason why inteprated control sys- 
tems could not be worked out for a wide variety of crops. Once apain 
tlie question of orf^anizinp small farmers and orpanic people to lobby 
for their interests in UC research cane up. . The bip growers of alfal- 
fa* cotton and deciduous fruit have been very activr- in .sripr:ortinp 
this resopvch. Dr. van den. Bosch did not believe that th.:y were in- 
pnrtinp totally new ideas in fariiinp, but tliat their principle con- 
cern was to maximize the benefits of the innuts which' the farmer 
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could ^;up\>ly in terns of his soil nana'^e^rie^' t and cucli other inter- . 
related factory. He cstiriates that in tofv-'a uod contr:>l VTOuld redr.cci 
by 75Z tVe pesticide cocts in cotton, and he held sinilar pr'^.dlctions 
fnr alfalfa and deciduous fruits, Inclurlinr; citrur3---TThich all ncans 
savlrxps to the farn^^r and consumer. Yet cc'ruini ca tion of thio* knoT7- 
le.i»>o i:o thi'i KavrQ-ca "a:-: cxccntlcnally c^r'fflcolt clue to tbci harass- 
y?oi\t of iL'.ud cut-hacks 3 and t!ie f^,reat doTnination of af^r ibufil nes pcn- 
ticide G/iiG«-i::an who cost th.a Viublic sono $?.5 r.illion a year to adver- 
tise tjioj.r proJu.its*. He su::ported the ijor?- o^ the certif io I r^rp.iulz 
K<)xn±n<i uovuMdu. and felt thrtt it vas a step to-/ardj a rroat-or under- 
standinr of r.ue p ..irc»r;ci;c*rs of pro":leras todry- Perhanc ue can one 
cay reach LhJ.^ pesticide free onvironr.ent ideal T/hic!-* they profess*.* 
perhcips i\a :i fvi. ur ance proJ-'ran apd'M'Z pesticides or :roboidie:j for r.on- 
ch.enica.l uc''t,-v-- K'.i did r-ot fnel that reduction in uur pepticid'.i use 
uould cut bock the food production as drastically as tsome Fan?. Tureau 
lur. irib o r ;j t h i a \'. . 

Ic was the concensus of the ncnbers of the TTorkjhon that there 
is a '^"'rcat need for cooi^eration to provide iiiputs ir.to this area of 
i-r :: ^. irr.i: , especially the ecoo.unics of such an al t -^.rr.a t ive to ch-'in5.cnl 
f!" : - c.iit rire 3 a:ul tl;e need to inter:rate competent pcovle vithin r.hc 
Ui: i- . ers 1 ty to efficiently/ use the resources T-7hich are available for 
rf:o'-arch. UC could provide services ^.7h:?.ch the? public needs, but thoi 
i*,' I'^rnatioa is no i; ^^ettiap^ out. 

Ap.ain, nembers of tlie v7orksl;op voiced their interest in the for- 
r.iatiop. o;' a pi^lltical lobby, as farm advisors uere not adequately 
sharint:^ th.--. knov;led;vG of the University vir.h ttio public. -hily 
throup;h pressure could 111 Rancho del Sol succeed in p.ettinp; a farm • 
a'lvisor to a'^-'.^ist the!::>. It uas felt thci: t\:n UC farn: advisors were 
unable to deal v;ith the diversity of problc.-^j confronting^ uhc f'.roup^ 
aP.d for tJ:at i.-eason, several private p,roupri have bci^.u'^- consult ation-- 
Rincon Vicova Insectaries and the Associat:?cn of Anplied Insect Eco- 
lop/lst:: v^:re eit^:'.d. T/r. v.-ii den T-osch felt t)-rxt any otiier <>voups 
li...-* Do ch^ciid 'iih rc; u f;;h his otfico::; bc^jovc they coull h trust- 

ed in pest control, Or[|;anic farrfiin^^ is considered a challenge to the 
e:j cabiiohricn t , as a threat to free enterprise and a conspiracy of the 
eco-frca'-.s :::tr.':inst the ver^tey interests of chemical industries which 
allov ft'.r the safe production of foods in California! 

Go cr.dad the wo rh shop « Snail Earners , orp:anic farmers , f i^rn 
v;or];er co oos, :Jr.d a bip rice p,rower shared similar concerns that 
this issue of the researc;-; responsibilities of the IIC system be de - 
fined and directed to support their interests in survival* It is a 
o o ' 1 t c p. i n i n f • 
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Worksh op on 
AL T E RN AT I V li! T K C II U 0 L 0 G I E S 
S \i i: rn a r i 0. d by Jon II a r.in o n d 

The first topic of diiiicu^sion in this workshop wan nctliano pro- 
duction. Cliff Hunphray of the £colo{];y Action Educational Inntitute 
said that urban neHhane ^^oneration could help supply the nncds of 
counties presently on a p^ao ration. While all public \;orks projects 
are in joapardy, it the sar.e time, tons of leaves that could be con-' 
verted into ntotliare are bein^^ buried. The r ep lacemc^iY t of gac v;ith 
methane will not come overnight. Because di^QSted sludge must be 
dried before it is put back on the land, it was suggested that con-- 
porting inight be a better method of producinr: ^ coil conditioner. 

\a regard to energy conservation, the following question atOGe: 
IJhi?.'.\ has the most effect on soil structure, (1) using organic rnatter 
or. soil to feed soil organisms to restructure the soil, or (1) 

using organic matter for methane production to fuel tractors to turn 
the soil? As no one present knew the answer. Cliff Humphrey felt it 
was the type of research Lhe College of Agriculture should direct its 
attention to. This is especially important in view of the present 
energy crisis. 

Professor Robert van den Bosch of the Division of . Biological Con- 
trol^ UC Berkeley, stated; *'l'7e should begin building a backlog of 
techniques that do not require large energy inputs if the species is 
to survive. .The government should support t!ie research of organic 
gardeners instead of v/orking solely on how to grov; a more efficient 
rutabaga. " 



The next topic of discussion was solar energy. Jon Ilanmond of 
the Depamiiient of Environm.en tal Horticulture .observed that it is 
ironic that peak energy use comes during the summer even though we have 
very cool nights« Un f o r tuna te ly > our style of architecture is not 
suited to this clinate. I'eople are so accustomed to air conditioning 
that they don't even close their drapes xv^hen the sun is shining in the 
windowo Ilany people have lost contact with the realities of the en- 
vironment that surrounds them. 



Somebody asked whether solar energy can be used for cooling sys~ 
ter^.3 iu the summer. According to Pran Vohra, there have been several 
attvTjpcs to do this, including one utilizing salts that melt v^hen 
wo.u '.^d^, and then release the heat tv/hen they recrys talize . 



Another system concerns storing heat. Jon Hammond told of stay- 
ing j.a a house in Mew Mexico that used 55-gallon drums full of water 
to store heat. The south wall of the house was made of glass with a 
movable panel for insulation outside. Inside, the wall was lined with 
barrels of water. During the day, the panel vjas lifted to al].ow the 
sun to heat the barrels ^ and at nighty the panel was pulled over the 
glass wall i:o protect the heat from rc-r adiatinqr outward. This sy;5i:em 
can work in reverse during the summer. 
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The third topic of discussion concerned the use of infitirance to 
Gi^PpJitiTt r-:'33Licides. According to Dr. van den Bosch, only about 15% 
of the crops are threatened by insocts. If we insure the farmer for 
the full value of his crop against loss to insects^ the farmer won't 
h-i.v : : spvay since sprayinf^ is only a form of insurance anyway. This 
afr>r>acyi can both save the farmer money and protect the enviroiincn t . 
However, it is difficult to get the farm advisors to accept nev/ ideas 
sucli f,3 this* There is also a big problem with pesticide salesmen 
couviucing the farm advisoi's to use unnecessary pesticides. 

Discussion moved toward the University, and it v/as af^reed that 
the Univemity must modify the direction of its research to ^leet tlie 
new demands placed on it by society. Victor P. Or^terli, Proprin Ldad- 
er, Af/irLciiltural Extc-riSion Service, stated that the College is 

chanf^lng and attacking environmental problems. For example, they are 
workinp, with ths California Department of IJat Resources to develop 
a comprehensive .qt:ate-wide water plan. 

Jim VlDiiilc of the Department of Soils and Plant nutrition, UC 
Serkeley^, explained that the University originally started out ful- 
filling the mandate of the Morrill Act to ''serve the people.'* In the 
1860's, one-half of the poptilation consisted of sraall farmers. The 
University bep.an clianr^ing after IJorld Uar II whan the incorporation of 
California farming started accelerating, and agriculture was shiftinp, 
in the direction of agribusiness. Big farms gave money for research; 
the small farmers did not. 

But now, o thcr . segment G of tl'C population are developing their 
own power. An example of the cotninp change is some new courses being 
giv<^.n--one is called ''Urban Garden Ecosystems." It is at the opposite 
end from agribusiness. The students are interested in it in terms of 
getting out of the rat race and they get an integrated way of doing 
t hiiigs^-growlii^ their own food without chemicals, etc. 

It may be that as we enter a period of energy scarcity, the small 
'^armtirs may be able to produce cheaper food. The pesticide and ener- 
gy crises seem to go against the corporate farmers. 
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PAT!IS OUT OF PO^T-^TY 
Su!!Miarized by Geo f f Allen 



"'I.c nembci's of thin uorlcshon verc nostly fron univcrs^.ti**.': ajul 
';'!(>r. c .Tjn:ucioG. Tliey ^'crJ therefore x'cll placed to cloteriiine t^lat 
rt'ront; the University could roalis ticnlly undertake, Counpicuc ». f^iy 
absent T7cre the Tarn vor!:erG- T.orover the trorlcshop r^ariborri had. 
I'.eard t!ie letter Lror. Jin Horf.an, FiOGearch Director for tl.? I'nitnd 
Farn Uor!:ert; •.Mitch eloquently ay.proGsed that ".roup's rocition, aii'l 
nuc!i of tli'". v-oikrJ.op diacunsion dovelopcd frcn the nain pointr. in 
Ih/it letter, 

Thia vorlrrhop , thou, cor;cea tra t ed ou t/i:^ r;o(5t <',r;if icr>nt idea- 
tiClal.^i'i •*'roup- - f arn workers— ^'hile rccornl;': -^r* tliat t»ierc \7Gra olso 
other ne;;*.lectcd rural {groups: c.f,., snail farricvt;. concentrated 
(^n tlie iioGt vir.iblc part of rha nroblon- • tCi-!ir.o l.c^y - ecpecially the 
lip.p act of I .c ch a:; 1 a t i on . 

Diccusj^ion led tlie rjru'jp to ^.?ic position t!;at ^/e pus t accept the 
fact that v^c live :.n a tcchnolopiically based society, that tb^ cloch 
cauaot bo pi/t ♦•acl;.. anJ that technical c!ianp,cs ^ altlxonrh controllable, 
t/ill CL^r.tinuo to occur irhatevcr action the University docs or does 
rot take. Iro^st of tlie chanj^en 'Te rercrd as * progress have come 
about throu;;!i z^iavch la industry, rather than in the University , 
and th.is situation will likely continue. I-oyover^, sone discussants 
felt tha«" ;*uch nore, control of bot'i the rate and dircctior. cf techni- 
cal char*; e vhan presently exist*' \*^s posr;ible an ! dcsxrahio. 

TaUinj^ a historical perspective, the f»roup believed tliat 50 to 
75 vears af.o, the Af^ricul tural Escperinent Station was iulfillinp, thc2 
ri-lv -i.ticipated by the sponsors of the Hatch Act: it v7as provldiur: 
•coc.r'r:: to Most of the people, since the rural poi)ulation comprised 
r- [.it^'rz part of the total. 

• JlTt vai> reali:^ed by the workshop oarticipants vas that the 
claln o/ \i:iprtiali ty in University research is a myth, but a myth 
still b»'»li<'»vad by nany researchers, and one which needs to be dci;ol- 
ished if a redirection of the xrork of the Af»ricul tural Experirent Sta- 
tion is to occur. 

The {^roa-^ concluded that the rate and direction of technolof^ical 
prof:ro«5s vos relatively inii:nne fro^ tb.e acti«j;:s of the University, 
but that as a V'^^-^i^^Y supporte^l institution, the University did not 
appear to be neetinr, its responsibilities o t* serving nil the people. 
Stich respoii.si j'i lity requires resolvinn conflicts between the needs of 
conr lie t i:) f;; f;.voups a:i.i es tablisb.inr, '.hat constitutes desirable dis- 
tributions of wealth betT/ecn these f>roups --both difficult judf,inental 
problems. 

Accept:!nfj that nechnlc*:.! change will result in continual dis- 
placenen*: oT trorkerrf wir.h low productivity, the i^orksliop noved to cha 
ne:ct prohiera what to do for ulu. h t i. v lllon people In California 
who \;ill not be needed on the apricui t ural V7ork f or co--- no5;t of the;n 



ERIC 



t-arn '.;orL..;v3 (rnuher tiian criall f .^.rricrs) . Uufler orocont conceit 
t.Ucy ti:u5?l. viiulior r.ii*^,ratc out of the countrvsido ofte...i ncircly ttc.u^ - 
por-liinj-^ t.h.ci probljr, or c*<ist on 'i^elfaro. 

Thi.o problcn ^/as di3cussG«-l in tuo parts. 

?. . :io'.r can tho Univ'^rsity aid the \;orkcrG left bchJ.nd in 
agriculture? 

2, Hov7 car. tlic Univer^jity help th.c people bcij?*^, pushed out? 

*y ^ ■ -"o V 5' '"^T^*^^-- ^ 1 - f -.9] ' ^^^^^ • "^or f a r n t 7 c r k c r s to be s u c c --a s s f u 1 x\i 
c\.:kx\ 'clrht COT increasr.d xragcs and other benefits, i:hcy naed to or - 
f^ciU:L/,e« This: ;;as forcefully Gj'.ated and readily recojrnirzed. t/ovkors 
need both izcowouic and political power. f'hat the University 1ic1.'j is 
knov/led j'.e 3 vhich can be used to crct'tc principally political pox7or. 

One question ^jas-- i\o\: much can tiie University aosist in unioni - 
zation rtjncc: cliic is not considered a typical University activity? 
no'7'iver. CO tl-e surpristi of nany j it v/as n^viuU^d oOt '«:l\ai; V7<.' ha'/a a 
model fro:.i ou earlirr period-- the ^University 's roJ.e in setting up 
the Farn Bureaus, These Tjcrc designed to organize farmers into 
groupfi so Khnt thu University could conr.unicate ^/ith then. There 
soens t:y ho no r'^a^on \?hy the University should not conmunicat e with 
end serve firm worker groups » 

So.ne: discussion developed on the possibilities for a stable V7ork 
force. On -j r'iven farm, this would require desin'ninf^ a niK of crops 
an:^- techniqu;:;3 which would require the samc apount of labor through- 
out the year. As a longer tern solution to the problems of migration 
and seasonal iabox requirer\cnts . it appeared ideal. Clearly it is a 
ne'',lec teo. a of research- And at present there is no incentive, 
for a grower to adript such a scheme aside from the desirability to 
iiave o. " ''^ ,uiar gioup of workers to ttirn to. Lc^icjlation would be 
nc'j. -iod t n r;7't'atc variable taxes or irnge rates depending on V7hether 
the C'.Mtjli'ynieri t period v-as by the day, week, months or year. 

I>Z <:h'i.s point 9 asked whether the existing agricultural exten- 
di .! r:crvicc could be modified to serve both workers and growers. 
It -'UK recogni-ied that the extension service had done vtcII in reach-- 
Ir.^-: a particular segment of agriculture^ and that the thinking of ex-- 
ieri::;ioXi a|''oni:s t,w'.s CT-.rrently geared along these lines. To asl. taef^e 
agents to ser^^e farv.i workers would be askinr^ them to serve groups 
v;ith conflicting interests, and the workshop felt that the only solu- 
tion would be to set up a parallel arm of the extension service. On 
the ether iiand, there seemed to be no groat problem in petting exten- 
sion agents to serve cooperatives of forner farm workers (disiTussed 
beloT7) . ThoG^. T7ere not seen to be in conflict v7ith other growers. 

H elp for p eople hcing pushed ou t* Unionisation can aloo a:jsist 
workers being displaced, although th.is coccific topic was not consid-- 
ercd. There T;as some discuiision on \?hetUer unioni7.aJ:ion nror.'Otcs 
iiechani.'^ar.ion or vice versa, with the gen;">ral cpinioTx bex^.g that 
Tiiechanisation was occurring and unionization was a reaction to it. 
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'.T.e routG for (li5jplacod Torkor's hca boon the cooperative or nom- 
p.'j.t^i."-' , La Coopcrativa Canpesina vns cited as an Gxaiinlao TIioso iri 
w.iv? ,^.^c.ip iianiliar wil:h tliis? concerDt rcpardGcl it as a short tern-, vr.- 
p;::va'^.!i Al nrGcant, it appears to Irn the only aiisuer to lack ol' 
ni r...t' i:i|^ for redevolopnent at tb.G national or renlovial levels „ '-e 

c* t".ho approaci: oZ j^evoral IVarope-'^n countries townrus plnntilnf: 
on a aational scale so that new factory locations x;ould bo i.i?. arc.-j& 
of local uno.nplcyra.^nt . 

The worl'shop participants concluded that tlie sinrlo raost affec- 
tive action il a Uaivors^ty cnu3d take i-ias "hat in terp.ed a "social 
impact D tau'..:u- t • ■ Th.us. In the name uay th.^t coiripanics are reruirci 
tu file cnvi ronuGit tal impact atatenonts before they undertake a.iiy 
nex; buildin.r:., x-orkcrs in the ap:ricul tural exp v rir:ien t station would 
be require'.' to file a cocial inpact statenen-: before they started a 
naT/ research. proiU^-ctp It tthg not thou[';Iit that thece vjould be any 
mere accu^'a'ie than nnvironneiit al impact atatenents^ I-.ov.^evera by spe- 
cifying, i.Miich cTroups of people nust be considered and uhat possible 
cntconies nust be evaluated- the requireruent of a accial impact 5;tate- 
neat xjonld exert conride -rablc influence on the tb.inkin.p; of all of the 
researchers in 'cihe a<^ricul tural experiment station c And that is the 
only way in ivhich it \/ill chan^Tc,' 
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TJorlcshop on 
ALTERflATIVr. riARKETS AND Cn^IsUHEn -lEEDS 
Si'.ni.i:iri:;cd" by Marshall '".unt 

7.'o c^.e benefit of thic v/orknhopj there-. \7e7;c rcpresenta tivG;5 of 
a'Ll ijx-'^i: of tb.c nu.^Gtion ',7ho approached th.": jcssioiis x;lth a healthy 
conbinaLion of a dG-rlro to cooperate witli othcrc to explore ner? areas 
of activity., -rrtilc at the same tine keening in nind for thcinseives 
avid the group '/hcit the needs of their respective [^rov.rjc arco 

Tlie TiOcJ i: iTr.T)or Cant outp,rowth of this xjorkshop was the idea of 
an Office of Alternative »larl:ctr» Inforration, The seed from which 
th-2 i;^3a :vreT/ ^.-as the infornation from Floyd Allen of. California 
Certif ii?.vi Or;',i:nic Earners re^;- ardinp a similar office v/hich was set 
in Penaoyivania. Howard Schutz's (Departrn.ent of Consumer Sciences) 
der. c r i t .'-.OP. of the U;:i.iversity ' s problan with tlio ccrimun j Cc'.'.: -.Ion of the 
v..aii:h v'/ f or^:i.JLt ion that currently eicists in the UC syste?a made the 
dir.iVJGsion £;ubjjtantive ii\ nature. 

Given the present situation that people who have been outnide 
-hv: Univc csi t y * & mainstream of research do not have the contacts 
r;.*?. c-'.- ary to pet Lhe ixiformation that they need and is availabj.e^ 
r..rc'. r;lv?-n the fact that for a variety of reasons (for example 3 the 
1 a i: t b a t professors do ti o t get credit in the r e v i ox; process for 
publications In the 7-!:ctension Bulletin) thiat information of a probletii 
solvin;^ nature is not published, the charp,e of the newly created Of~- 
ficc of Information v/ould be to gather from the sources at ?iand the 
information requested by individuals. This would reauire a ctable 
budf^et to !rire a director.^ clerks, liaison people, and persons who 
could communicate with academicians;, farr:u:'rs, consumers, etc. It 
TTould be appropriate that tlio Office be funded by the University 
throuph its Cooperative Er.tosnion Service so lon*^ as it does not be- 
come capt-.iv.'j to the present special interest prower fr.roups or the in- 
terests of orr J business o 

There 'jas some disaj^reerient about the Office's position with 
respect to rcdirec tin.r: University research. Rof^er Hillyaru of The 
T'eil.; an alternativo marUctinp; concern, expressed concern that re- 
soar ch would be ur;eti ao an e::cuse for non-action. Marshall F.iint of 
the Oavis Environmental Council held that the Office by reason of 
its intimate cex^tact with a net-; constituency ^^ould be in an excellent 
position to ]:uO'.; what reser.rch was needed and tb.us should be in the 
position to act, net just advise and recommend to some higher author-- 
ity. After more discussiony it was noted thrt the appareyjt disap:ree~ 
ment r^as one of timin-^.y and it war; agreed thpt for the flr.i't trro 
years, the Officers major task would be coordinatinp. the e:ciGtinp 
inf ormation- 
The conference program listed five topics of interest in the Al- 
temative Ilarkets area. The facilitator surveyed those in attendance 
a"-*' uhe topic markets for non-^apribusiness produce was one trb.ich 
•J r^iT/ the most response. It was tecofjnir.ed that a thoronph discusfoiou 
of this topic would necessarily lead the proup into the other topics 
listed. The definition of agribusiness ' was debated v^ith the 
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concensur, he:ln<> that size alone did not mean anythinci but ratluir it 

v/hothcr or not th-a farminrj operation itself is owned by Lhose or.hor 
Llian llic rarner or farmers themselves. This definition was not held 
Lx-:) ha complete, but rather it settled the issue that the size of the 
opr.r.Htion is not as important as who owns and operates it. It way a 
ncit.r^r of enphaslts that a good deal of the concern of the group wcio 
:b ;ui. LliG small producer who must sell everythinr^ he produces at the. 
ijcr.r. price In order to survive. 

Rup,or Killyard brought up a case where a grower could have u»oc2 
the iissistance of the Extension Service in learning hovj to grow a crop 
organically. Floyd Allen of California Ce rt if ied Organic Tarmers was 
very iu-crestcu la the problems of small organic farriers with packag-^- 
ings, 5:o thai the crop will be accepted on the market and sell at a 
healthy rate. The problea of the small guy knowing what the consumer 
prefers at a particular moment in time is an area of research the Uni- 
varsity could puruse* There are various systonG vailable and in de- 
velopment for ][.-ackaging and preserving produce as it is picked, but 
their scale is always that which only the huge agribitsiness operations 
can afford, 

A hot issue that came up throughout the day was that of legali2:ed 
v/aste and ordered shortages of produce by the various crop allotment 
boards and agricultural codes. Later it became apparent that one of 
the areao of concern of the proposed Office would have to be the in- 
terpr?^ t ation and revision as necessary of the complex and confusing 
agricultural codes. Those of the group V7ith experience in these mat- 
tars thought that if the people of the state only knew what was happen 
ing, they would push for change because it is the consumer, as always, 
T7ho pays for this unnecessary waste of good food. It was noted that 
the present confusion works to give those who could afford an attorney 
a big advantage. Also the packing, canning and processing companies 
soTt3times use their interpretation of the codes to the detriment of 
the farmer x/ho is delivering his goods. Just before the lunch break, 
the:- c vcas a general feeling that if possible^ someone from the law 
schcoi should be at the meeting. This possibility v/as checked out but 
v/it b r;*-:t «r. uccoss. 

The concept that the more direct the path food took on its way 
f:o the consumer was explored from the ground up. The problems of 
r.^ad side r^tands, mail orders, and farmers^ markets were discnsaed. 
Steve Busch of thn Owens Valley Indian Co-op felt that there was room 
here for real improvement, v/hile Jerry Kresy of the Consumer Co-op of 
Berkeley v;auted to deal with issues that would affect the broad masses 
of consuners. It was agreed that the propoiiT.d Office of Information 
would serve in this area to help farmers to find a number of market 
outlets so that they could maximize their returns, and so that the 
consumer would benefit from fresher foods that could be cheaper if 
V7aste was iitopped. 

This discussion of marketing lead to the realization that while 
the giants can afford to do extensive research into consumer prefer-- 
enccs and work to streamline marketing to their advantage j, the smaller 
guys do not have this information, and thus are at a competitive dis- 
advantag^^. It \7as thought that the University and the Information 
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Office covtlcl ;.j.d in cTooinf^ this unfair con'.pet it ive gap. The cduca- 
V.iori of consumers about: the crop seasons., the unnocessary waste, and 
x/ays that they could increase the power of tl:eir dollar could be done 
by the University and vjould help the smaller operators. 

The sessions closed with the participants cautiously hopo£u1 . Tt 
was recor;nized that everyone stood to gain by coopcratin^"> so ao tOs in 
effect^ vertically incegrate the food supply process to the .benefit of 
the contjuiaers, and not to the increased of profit for some giant agri- 
business corporation as is no\: done. 
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Uorksb.op on 
TUE ECOITOIIIC ASPECTS OF FAR"'I!^G 
S uiumar izecl by ''i i 1 1 :.Co o p e r 

At the bii^:iu:iinp. of the v;o rJcahon , C . Tavis of thr. Depaxiirien^ 
o^: Aiiclircpolor\7 co:ni:ic;nt ed that it naG necGSsary to identify the fac- 
tors Tvhich contribureJ to tr.e decision about uhat rcse.^^x'ch tliould be 
ccmducted and on v^hat level it ohould be funded- Kopper of the 

Sraall Fair. Projlect (UCD) poinced out tluit this ';as one of the func- 
tions of thu cocial inpiications of rcsear ch nro j cc t beinr^ conducircd 
by Isao Fujinoto et al- David Hansen of the Departraent of Af^r icul tur •• 
al Ecoujviico and other meriberG of tho worh.shop ap;reed th..Tt. ;i'jyt re- 
search in the past h.ad been oriented to^^^rd production ap,ricul t ur e ; 
r.ud that funds uere nade available for this type of research ^'hile 
so.", i T-.lly oriented research was discoura.cred . The r;roupL' expracoeJ *ha 
ru..-*.: for a sumraary of the independent research beinf^ done by fa^^uity 
on i-rral probler.iS, and for "further research in the areap Slieldon 
Greruo of the Center for Rural Studies cited an example of this type 

of r:: j-earch- the study completed by a rrroup of land p.rant coile-'^.cs in 

the i:idwest on the impact of farm size on rural life. Althoup/a Ilr- 
Greene could not rcp.enber the reference, he felt that the reconnenda-" 
tionc in tliis document v;ere excellent. 

Mr, Greene continued to say that the Davis cair^nus Tras the pre- 
cMlnent ap.r icv.l tur al school in the country, and of all popularly based 
schools; this should be the first to look Iv.ko T/Tjiat is f^oing on - in 
Rural America. Instead, nothin^^^; has happened in Davis, and all of 
the concern for these problems has been developinji; in the Midwest. 
*If any thii;.r; i; this school has attempted to hush up the problems of 
?.urc\l Afierlca,. just as the \;holo state has attempted to i[^;iorc rural 
L*nd environinent al problems until very recently. " If anybody got in 
the \'JaY of the inarch tovjard more mechanized more efficient, more ex- 
ploit at i /e fnicnC'i.j they just <^ot silenced. Gol-dschmidt T-7as silenced 
.'.ifter publishlnr^ liis 1947 study of Arvin and Dinuba which demonstrated 
the delapidation of comnunitios surrounded by large farms a opposed to 
tho£?e nnrroundad by small farms » Professor Pudd was cited as another 
uxainple oi a controversial virjwpoint bein/' supt)ressed. Professor !*udd 
puhli«hed' boo:: about the dangers of pesticides several years prior 
to Rachel Carson's S i 1 en t S pr i n g * He could not get it published any* 
^/here in Cf^lifornias and finally found the University of \:i.9consia 
Fre?::s in luidison willing to print his work. After tlie publication of 
his book.; he \7as bitterly attacked and did not receive the promotions 
that T.-7ere due to himo ilr. Greene concluded that this \ias an example 
of -'lat hApponed to faculty members in the University who took contro- 
ver.'^.lai positions, 

Stephanie Plncetl of the Davis Food Co-op raised the question o:: 
tho of f erf"- » veness of the different studies conducted by Goluscluaidt 
and other scholars. She wondered if these • s tudies ever have any ap -^ 
plication or whether they arc just filed away on a shelf or in a 
;)ournal th^t no one ever reads. Tir. Greene pointed out th.-it studies 
such as Goidschnidt ' s work or information on consumer items and en- 
vironmental problems is enormously useful to consumer organisations 
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or T)r.blic Interest law firr.c vbo are pressing for certain types oi* 
i.epiy iat.L'jn or chaufva in society. Host of thcsa j^rouns do i\ot hnve 
the funding to conduct the researcli on their o^:n and are forced to 
rioly 071 the ^ror;: done by univarsitias or sinilar ins t l*:ut. Ions , In 

'11 on to t'lese connentS;, w. C. Davis pointed cut that there need:: 
r.o rcj n re thinkin<^ of the research, prof.rans t'-o.t r^.ost of "!ie faculty 
a-.v? doin;-^, aad he added th.vt it was alv^ays a problein to p,el: hott -o- 
soaC'-U or. ne^; types of research goinj^ and to secure the iV.oney for the 
vesciirch. Ilr . Davis felt that it x-as a trap.edy that there x/ar. ao 
ncjney to do reacarch on Rural Anerica., but this country ha:.; money for 
r^iiV.ilar rece^nch on Ethiopia. Ke stated ^^e V.now nore c\bout iii^ral 
Ethiopia thna about fural Anerica, ' He sunpcsted thar. rre define the 
eonsivituenry for rural research in this country am' find out what 
type of xjortc i>; nec;js.*?ary , 

Churk Xrl^y of Rlack Studies cautioned -zhe f>rouo not to overcGti • 
mate the po^-or of the University. Ho pointe.; out th.nt a frreat d'-o.l 
of rasearcli can be done T7ith no -r.oney or littj.e money* Gitinp, Yolo 
County as ai\ exanple, he said that lauch reseaich has been done in 
Yolo Cor.:'.".y oy a iUinber of di^':ferent groups around the Univer s i •..'y . 
Ilonc of thl'j T7ovj: r.as been synthe.-^ized and very l.i.ttle of it is used 
for any purpose. IIi:, irby Gug.<;^ested that ue f^et tofrother all the 
people on canpus T;ho have done research on Yolo County and lay it out. 
r^y viei/inf- the cur.iulat j.ve data on the County^ it nip;ht be posylbie 
to see patterns and formulate worthuhiie rural prof^ransc He added 
that nost of the research on Yolo County h.ad been done very cheaply 
by students: and staff. Bill Kopper cited the SmaJ.l Farm Project at 
UCD as c'Ti oiample of the " inexpenL"; ive" research t}\3t has been done 
in the Cou!\ty. 

iiidway cb^roufjii the afternoon 5 the c-iscuGsion hcfi^an to focus on 
th*^- J^Kteusion Service and tlie various se{;r.inents of the public which it 
S ii V'i:-. o T>iil ICopper related hi s impression of how the Extension Ser- 

a5-:er.i:s have a different type of life than they had in the pastr 
It .!',;->.-.t be considered a softer life in the respect that the argents 
M^:-.-: vj-u-er farii calls than they did in the past. The averapie Exten-- 

Servxce a.pierit is now a specialist v7ho spends half of his t:^me 
raroarch- he has little experience viith actual farm Tnana[;einent 
p r ?vC l:icc3 , It is difficult to assess whet-ier he is beinf' lis toned 
CO nore or leso than in the past.' Sheldon Greene pointed out that 
farn wor h :.r cannot c^et information at all fror; the Extension Service 
\Iq c.lc-.ir.iod thar the organisation had evolved to the poir/.t where it 
served the econonic interests of the larf^e farmers and corporate 
farrr*ers. It was another exaiAple of the subj^idies that the taxpayers 
provide to the lar?*?e "irowcrs. * 

The discussion on the role of the Extension Service afj^ent ema- 
natorl a nui^her of recoi}ir.endations on the ch.anpes which should ha 
uiade ir th.-i ar.ency itself and associated ap;eiicies2 

1. Provide economic advice to farin worh.ers about their 
taxes and how much t::.ey should c>et paid for certain 
types of x7ork • This info mat ion could be transmit- 
ted thouj^h the children frov.i special instruction pro- 

gr ai'.is a 
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7. o Ll.'^tcnsion service should assist farn T^orlcers and Sinall 
farmers in devolopin,^ co ops X7^icb. r-jould alloi; for 
{[greater econonic stability of the individuals involved. 

3. TIk: I:lxtenr. ion Service should en^hasi:3: farn T-^ianvif^eneut 
and should develop cost infornetion and other tyties of 
information uhich is of naxinum ut:;.lity to thf^i snail 
f.rouer* 

4, TUrouf7.h the 4-11 and other educational prof'^rar.is , the 
F.:-.tensioa Service should develop pro.p;rams irhich assist 
fanTi T/orkcr children and enphasise the advantap.es of 
rural living. 

There !':as ^oneral criticisr.1 of the information from the Exten- 
sion Service., "^rhich only er^phasi^ed increased production and nothin*^ 
of the sr./cial aspects of rural livinjo In adc'ition. it rras felt that 
nost of che techniques su^j^^estcd T-rould only help farriers already 
larf^o onoug;* to obtain lar[3e capital loans p 

riuch of the discussion of the afternoon session centered on the 
rclv:^ of the University and horr it creates attitudes in its students 
avKi c':ie public. It xras felt that the University should take the 
pooit'.ion that it is dedicated to keeping people on the farm and it 
s:-.culd outline a policy to achieve this » Several anproaches were 
-'"^o'^es t ed to achieve this endo One :7as to 2;ear tho cur r ictiiiiT.i , re- 
search projoctL^ and papers to concentrate on the amenities of rural 
life. Another approach was to start a rural infornation office Tjhlch 
V70uld provide people with information about rural living; and how to 
solve certain fcirn problenis and farn v7or;:er problems. Bill Kopper 
su|>gested that perhaps one way to increase the University's respon- 
siveness to those probleF.s i70uld be to start a student chanter of 
the .Uationai Coalition for Land Reforp.^ and as]: the University' to 
provide r.hc fundiny3. Sheldon Greene and Joe rlapenza of the Hesterji 
Dairymen Association conmented that the professors were f^oin?; to 
have to put their heads on the block. Currently/ nrofessors don't 
even coirie out of their turtle shells because they have seen too many 
of their nembers have their heads cut off with no one corainp. to their 
defense. 

Presently., the University is not even su<>pestin?, that livinft on 
the land is a ^,ood idea--it will encourage the subsidy of SyOOO-acre 
davelopDieut s ; but T7ill not subsidise ten acres. Chuck Irby conmented 
that he r/ould be xrillin.^ to ^ivc up the urbru amenities for a chance 
to live on the land and farn. i^ut he stated that this opportunity 
was not ev9.n open to hin because of the large capitalization neces-- 
sary to pet into farmin*^. This discussion led to an exchange on the 
philosophy of urban versus rural life. It \7as poin ted out that the 
Uiilvo.rsity only stresses an urban ethic and there are no positive 
features attached to a rural life style in any of the University's 
coiirses or research. Host of the workshop memhers aj^reed that there 
is a need for the University to bep.in discussing the advantages of a 
rural life style and at least give it soine status within the Univer- 
sity s catalogue of biases « 
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C u.inciitzc from University Officials 

1 la (^n a r Ho n r. in r 
Associate Dean 
College of Aj^r icul tural an;l Environnen tal ricionces 

It has been a r^^ial pleasure for ne to narticinate in the conto.r- 
ence roo.ay, bat I do feel that to pose as an official of the Urdvev- 
sity as iiidicat .id on the prort*nin may be sor.ewliat pre.*3uiar> tuoxAO on my 
psrt. As indlcaued on the nror:ran. Dean 'lielsen T/ar;, to have appear^id., 
but a conflit-!^ developed in hjs schedule in th.at he needed to attend 
an importaut lui-^.e t in*/, of tlxa comnittee o\ cov.-Mltauts dealinf-. i-r'J t\\ 
soil and TKvKcr cnnlLl'.y . ^'ith your pcrmis siion ; I \7ill nake my com- 
nentn r')s a f.'iculty menber of the Univeriiity T/ith some experience in 
adnilni;-} t racive nattcrt- f^ained \;hile servimp for five years as Chair- 
nan of thu Jepar t: icrt t of 2\nimal ::5cience. The corr.neutG I T'^ill na^re 
Tjill be v'ith.ouc much preparation and v/ill larp,ely be in response to 
rone of the dipcussions and coip.raon t s that I have heard durinf> the 
conference toda}'^. 

The University of California is nany thin.o^r- to raany people ^ and 
to any on?, individual probably i« largely related to one's personal 
ey.perience and co:itact uith the institution. can all agree, 1 ara 

sure, that it i^i laxrci, and like all big thinp:s , it becones suscepti- 
ble to v.nroGponsiA; '=ines5--somethin|T: like a kick: in the tail of a dino- 
saur nay involve r.one delay before there is a response i/hile the mes- 
fjn^^.^i i:: be.ir.f^ conveyed to its brain. Therefore, an individual facul- 
ty racMbar^ like myself, with whon the public frequently com-inun icat es 
" I'Cii^o; but a small cop, in a hucxe piece of nachinery--may not be able 
tc ^' licit a University response as quickly as nif?;ht be der.iredo The 
ij;il-/jri.ii ty also is costly as is inmediately clear uhon one v±q\^g the 
ov^u.:;all budget xcrhich is public information- The concept that sone 
iiii'V h.ive 5 hoT'/ever, that the University is the sou^rce of unlimited re- 
£;oi'Ccci^ is a riyth at the individual faculty member level. I feel, 
therefore, that !ir. Lundvrren in his comnents nade a very tellinr; 
point wiien he referred to {grants uhich support research ' the source 
of funds i.iicbt indeed be a force Trhich could influence the kinds of 
thii)gs r:hich are done„ Let m.e use r.y ovn experience in ,th.e Depart- 
ment of Anira:il Science as an exax^'ple. 

Activities in the Departraent of Aninal ocience are in reality 
animal biolof;y directed at food production and land use. , Resource ■ 
allocation:; frov^ normal state and federal.- public funds are largely 
Mued uv> in fixed and overhead e^f.penseSj such as salaries and facili- 
ties support, uith very little spendable operational monies. There- 
fore, it is necessary to seek extradural funds for the majority of 
research activities. In seekinf^ and acceptin<> extramural support, 
both as indivi'.baals and as a department^ we have firm r;nidelines that 
sach s::.pport must be without strinp.s attached, such that scientific- 
caliy sound research in animal biolof^y and production principles can 
he pursued. vSurely other individual investigators and unir.G in the 
Universityhavc similar jruidelines j therefore , I uonder to uhat extent 
in fact Che so-called ap;ribusiness influences research activities at 
the Univer:;ityo In the Department of Animal Science, with rhich I 
have been associated, ve have had little experience with a.rrrihus iness 
ijupport. lather i vaoct of our extram.ural support has been from 
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:!.'.ir. tiiiuti onr» Giich as the 'National Institutot^ of Uealtl. , which bocaiisn 
they are ncsdically and health- oriented in their objectives, may havo 
involvod Gone prostitution, but hopefully in n benevolent manuer in 
'ch.e inkier-: " of pursuin^^, aninal biology studies, I think there is 
evid.euce for this in the fact that as the resources of the national 
Institut.jc cf Health have become noro. rofjtricted their (^jrantinp; of 
res-r^.arch 'jupport hat: also becor^e nore restrictive toward more speci- 
fic lieal th-related subjects or very basic aninal biGloj;^y pursuits, 
fundaniental to the solution of incdical and health, rroblems. 

I her-.rd 'c\jo other comneuts during the day rrhich are nienif leant 
in this rc-specto As aninal scientists 5 ve perceive that aninal agri- 
culture is an intef^.ral nart of land use. esnecially as <M,jpl^o.s to 
sorae thirty nillion acres of narj'^inal land in California comnands 
iiigh priority- ^''e !iave had difficulty in findinp support for that 
):ypvi of research. I vzas interested therefore in Sheldon Greene's 
ccnv-ents when he sugijested that there are many sources cf federal 
iru?J vriG available for these kinds of activities • Certainly as an in- 
di"^J dual inves t ir,at or i and as a department chairnan, we need all 
kiruic of help to identify and to access such sources of funds- The 
otVer connant that I thought vas sij^,nif icant was that of Dave Tala- 
niante when he suggested that people with conmon interests need to 
forn associations vrhich have as an objective activities to help inount 
support for that which needs to be done. 

llr » Humphrey's statement, "society's vested interest in its own 
destruction,* brought to mind some problems of society which for a 
trained and practicin,^; biolor^ical scientist^ are a source of a great 
deal of frv.st ration because it is difficult i:o see how rvithin our 
biolof^ical discipline we can contribute to solutions. 'Tith your in- 
dulgence, I T;i.ll divest myself of a couple of these frustrations by 
T-ay of exa:r;ple. I have worked with small dairy farmers, especially 
in Oklahorua, and v/ith substantial success in improvinn the efficiency 
of their operations. Later, it was frustratinp; to then as well as to 
rae T/lian 'rhcir businesses folded beinp/ caught in an economic squeeze 
which neither of us felt xje had contributed to. Another frustration 
relates to Ilr o Bricmont's reference to packani'^^^ which frequently 
places more emphasis on appearo.nc:; than on quality- It has been 
f rust rat in. j-^ to mo to have been involved in the development of tech- 
niques for the production of hir;h equality nutritious meat^ then to 
find it r.'on^t enter the market competitively because consumers seem 
to prefer to select some beautifully packa[?;ed pre-cooked readyrto-- 
serve convenience product which per unit of nutrition may be twice 
tlie price of the fresh meat- I ap;ree vjith ]\r , Kresy's statement that 
it '-s that way 3 that it is their choice™ I am pleased in this res- 
pe':t tact in the College of Ar>ricul tur al and Environmental Sciences 
t^'-ir.: is concern for effective consumer education; there are activi- 
tli^s in this area, and there is a major effort beinp- made to strenf;- 
then and increase activities in consumer ecUication and research. 

Host of the problems I have heard discussed today can be solved 
only throuf'h entrepreneurship and/or community action- The Univer- 
sity's role is in cent ributino; necessary information through its 
residential and extension teaching}; prop;raras and developin?» nei7 infor- 
m.ation as needed throuf2;h research. In this respect, I v;as very in- 
terested in r-D.ve Talamante's discussion of El- Raucho del Sol 
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project. I vas disturbedj, of course^ to hcp.r of the hassle involved 
in getting, the attention of the Apricuit irr n 1 Extension Service: hovr- 
over, I was eucouraj^ed to hear chat Dave anv his f>roup approached ex*- 
tension and hunr, in vigorously until they pot t- e attention, and f^ra- 
tified to hear that they now are pettinp; service from extzension. 

Agricultural Extension representatives vill corament on their ac- 
tivities latere I TJi^ix to nention briefly instruction in the College, 
I am pleased to report thai: in recent years, there have been so^re 
significant chan{;;es in the College teaching, proprans, to open them up 
to broader participation by all students on campuG and to direct at- 
tention to public relevancy, Ilore erxphasis has been directed to so- 
cial and behavvLoral matters even in teclmical areas, such as Animal 
Science., Plant Science,, and Soil and Uater Science.^ course offerings 
have been introduced to offer students a broad view of resource utili- 
zc'tion and nanaf:e;:ian t and accompanying environmental and social im-- 
plications, I hove been pleased personally to see in v^y own class. 
Domestic Animals and Ilan, increasing numbers of atudents not majorinf> 
in Animal Science, but in Economics^ Political Science, Social Sci- 
ences, etc. This expanded contact pleases me for the increased prob-^ 
abi'.lt^r of enlightenment of future policy ma!:ers VTith respect to 
problems of resource manacenent in food production and distribution 
processes. 

Toward improvement of the processes by which the University can 
contribute to the solution of problems such as have been discussed 
todaya I believe the major area to be s t renp.thened is communication. 
For example, to stop the machine, I feel cannot be an acceptable 
solution, Uhen man shaped his first stone tool and found that this 
fjave him an advantage in copinr; v/ith his environment, I believe he 
became irrever.-^ibly committed to technoloftical development. In m,y 
personal experience^ I look back to the beet harvester; I worked in 
the beet fields and topped beets with a m.ache te-like instrument to 
which scars on my hands bear witness, I believe there are many peo- 
pie that join me in not wanting to return to that procedure for har- 
vesting beets. An important factor at that time was that there were 
alternatives— some joined the army and others went off to the ship- 
yards, I'm not suggesting that these were satisfactory alternatives, 
but they were alternatives nevertheless. I can't feel that machines 
have been developed for the ruthless displacement of Tjorkers from 
the fields, I knov/ some of the engineers and they are good people. 
The major fault as I see it, Iiowever, is a lack of communication 
among the various scientists and scholars. The engineers were in 
their lit tie cell developing machines and tl^e biologists were over 
in their laboratories working on plants, sometimes in communication 
with the engineers in developing plants that were adapted for mecha- 
nical harvesting.: and the cociologists were over in their little box 
doing their thing, Hhat was lacking was total communication among 
all parties that would be concerned in the total problem involving 
the entire system, not only that portion as applied to production and 
harvesting. 

Finally, I would like to comment on the reorganization activi- 
ties within the College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 
which I believe x^ill go a long way toward improving communications 
among units within the institution and im.proving its responsiveness 
O to the problems of' society. This Involves the appointment of 
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asaociato deans with responsibilities In subject natter areas In 
which they are conversant. This should improve connunications ^:e- 
tween the Individual faculty ncnber and scientist and the administra- 
tion of the Coliertc. Secondly,, throuph close comaunlca t ion ainonp;st 
the associate deans., there v.-ill be a climate of more avrarencss on the 
part of every one of what is haripeninf* in various cornero of the Col- 
legCo Finallyj throuf^h the use of appropriate public advisory conmit- 
tees and conferences., such as the one we have participated in today, 
this should improve conmunications betveen the Collef»e and the public, 
and hence, pernit us to be more responsive to the needs of more se?;- 
nents of the public. 

I thank you very nuch for permitting; me to participate in this 
confp.rence. I have enjoyed it very much and I shall do my best to 
represent to other members of the College the issues which have been 
raised. Thank you. 
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Conr.icu t: 5 f r or. Uai vo r si ty D f f icials 



Victor ^. Ofitcrll 
Pro.Piran Loader , Cpecial Pro J .?c ts 
Agricultural Extension Service 

Conforc'uces sucl\ as tlxir. arc holi^ful sirce tV,cy nrovidn a forun 
for the exclu.npG of jc^.cas- Our purpose in attendinf*. ^^ny urirnariiy 
to listen and tc ?.earn. Ouv innressicns of tlie con^cr'^-nce uiil be 
conveyed to approjrinte administrative officers. Cooperative. Fxten*- 
slon if; cc ris 1 in*:: :^.y revie^'in;: and nodifyTn.^ its prorram to ncit chann " 
inf» needs, ar d our pro.erans arc indeed peonle orientod- Sone c:.:an- 
]il:iS are as follotn- 

The ':xpandod "'utrition education Pro'^rr.n (r/nEP-) ^-ith its 
proven success is significantly contributing;* to ir.nrovi'.nf* 
the nutritional habits of tl^.c lower incone !^roup''i. 

L- The Comr.iur. ity Resources Dcveloninent (CRD) propran ho.ry l>?en 

expanded nith the raore recent a-^^ition of another Specialii.t 

c. Staff no-r.ibers rire involved in nany areas in providing bettor 
coTimunity services and facilities.. An illustration of this 
v'r\s Khc recent connletion after eirrht ye;>rs of frustration, 
of thrt Cast Dos Palos water and seuer systen» Specialists 
and Farri AdviL.ors assist local Den -? r tnents of Public ?'.ealt!i 
by providinj: technical information on i'-plicat ions of vari- 
ous solid \;aste disposal- 

d. CouT.iiy staff nenbers have s^:rved ca connittees to assist in 
iiiip ro vin.[> farm labor housinf^ and in response to specific 
reqt:ests have provided assistance Tritb. naintcnance nrop;rans 
and lands cap in fT for self-help housin.f*. projects. 

e. I'nvirsnnen tal inprovern.ent pro.^rans are a part of several 
state sn-^.cialist projects rrhich supnort such efforts in 
nearly every county. This nrirarily involves nrovidinf*. 
technical assistance and develo^inr^ inf orr.at ional natcrials. 

f • A recent \; a t o. r policy conference served a jt- a nr. ar :> of f\e t - 

1 1 n p; people an a jrr e n c i e ? of d i v e r p. e n t v i e^' s tor. ether to die-- 
cuss nutual interests ar.-- concerns. 
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Concludinf; Uanarks 

!'haro Do Go Frcn nerc? 

by I sac Fujiwoto 
Conference Coordinator 

1*: is cuiitonary to myy pfccr a eathorinf of this kina, tlzat thir. 
Ls a <\ooC jtart and to offer certain cptimintic appraisals. To a cor- 
tnin extent J, we can do our rharo of this. It certainly does help to 
kr.or chat there arc others vMio share similar concerns, and coni'orc::Ci:s 
irc r;ot.d for brinp;inf; people together, to recognize allies and to 
flesiU oat the nanej that existed as abstractions. 

liUi^. if we are to acknowledge that it's a start tiicn we lioc-l lo 
spell out what it is we * rc starting on, and in what direction we're 
t>oin8. It'f; clear fron just thin one day's; gathering that many qucs- 
Lions need anr.vering, the very nature of these questions ^r.^go!^ t inr, 
follow v.p action to take. Some ouestionc are a mar.tcr of dealing v^ith 
iniLi inf ornaticn or lack of information that scriinars, short discussions, 
or a little homework reading available brochures coulcn't clear up, 
iuch a;.; !K::;ic queries direCwed to the structuvo of -ihc University of 
California, the Experiment Station and EKtsnsion Service. But there 
are other aspects concerning the resources, priorities and claims on 
u'lG Uriivcrnlty nystcn^. that may not be as clear. T'^either ir; it clear 
who> hew, wliO-Lfi, r:r.d whethOi: the kinds of questions raised by the vari- 
ous publics represented here today can be channeled into the Universi- 
::y and challenp,e interested scientists, given the nature o.C rewards > 
•iud the social acfj political context of hov/ any kind of work — includinft 
scientific research--i3 responded to, investigated, and disseminated. 

We naed only remind ourselves that with all the concerns expvcsso'j 
about ecolo.^y and the response of the University to broader environ- 
mental i::;n;iec, it^s only been about a decade ago that the ideas and 
x..:iti.nr;:i Rachel Carson, vrho did so much to spark the puMlc con- 
• cic^nca rcgardiag the qucility of life, vjere damned by scientists on 
ulii:: vox-y c^'mpus as irresponsible and useless. This sr.ys a lot about 
;:hc .'::ocial and political context in which we work. IJhen the chips 
call, the curtain also falls on the myth of scientific objectivity, ro 

ltx'.:tead the extent to vjhich the influence of vested interest 
^^roj:«i, such as the chemical and pesticide industries and petrolcuin 
backa.i foundations ^ has permeated the University system even morr so 
-.heir, the scientific method. 

The kindo o? questions raised by people associated with groups 
T.eeting today- organic farmers, small family farms, farm workers, con- 
sumers; the cooperative movement, reflect areas which should le;j;lti- 
natcly challoar. i the Univorr:ity in aij much, as they avQ societal qv\eo - 
Mons toucihin;^ on areas that relate to the quality of life in genera] , 
and to tlie c or.u«ic t ions between rural and urban living as affected by 
rocial i'nplicat :lons of the v;ork done by agricultural scientists in 
particular- To be sure, there arc difforencec in vantage points^ as-- 
CJumptions, priorities and efinitions, but the over-riding concern is 
i:hat the University cannot continue to allocate such a hir;h proportion 
c2 its resources in the name of growth and efficiency, to tackle pri- 
orities for the benefit of limited a^idionces as those involved in pro- 
riuitjon and corporate agricul tura--ui thout eventually roapirt^ .<:crlour 
o cl e t ax I. on uenc <\ . 
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' \>.'7h ^r. :e r .-jurcnco uot alone In expressing such c;.uco ^ .i . i< 
lay hln rr , rlu'^GO views arc consistent with our beinff in thu ogo of 
:cu?;;:aljilii:y • The inves tirri-tive research of task forces or re j.ul.': t:r*.y 
.igcncies, land ox^7nership and pesticides, and specific analysis oi* lanrl 
fVuant coll»:;ges such as Hard Toiaatqes, P.ard T '.nes, Fa i n t h e P e o i: 1 vt 
, s d y c f C o c n 1 1 ) , ana P j> r_t ._o n _ C a 1 i f o r n i a - r o f> ar d 1 e s s of d i s c 1 a i;a i : : 
critxcc:, , call for the public insul tutions to be accountable to the 
larger public, than to be servants of selected frroups, selected by na- 
ture of their manupulativc advantages and and concentrating of poue;; 
and money. 

With the recoj^nltion of such challenges and certain opportunities, 
some quick analysis of where we go on the basis of what xze've hoard 
from the conference sessions is in order. This is don:^ especially wiM. 
the idea of p?:oviding a charge to those of us who are part of the Uni- 
versity to l cg:*.:\ exploring way? to implement what we We deliberated. 

Two rcsGibilities will be mentioned now. For want of a better 
:;ime, xce car^ call one a People^s Information and Family Farm Clearing- 
house., and the other Ombudsman on Agriculture and Quality of Life. 

The purpose of the clearinghouse would be to nal'.e the University 
::er:^ ;:rces more accessible to the kinds of publics identified here, and 
alsu to provide a b^ridge betv7een such publics and existing offices. 
It ir> not uieant to duplicate the efforts of Agricultural Extension or 
•..he Ajrcicultur al Information Service., but is sup^gested to make better 
!:nov7n the resources of the University to those publics that may not 
have kuovn what the University has to offer, or who may have dismissed 
the University as a resource, for a variety of political or negative 
I'mtige recsons. Th^^ clearinghouse can also serve as a bridge between 
^^arious publico and faculty and staff, particularly those with a>:per- 
tise and intevesi: in tackling the questions, such as those raised here 
at the conference. 

As -ici the arrangement of such a clearinghouse, the answer will de- 
pend on th.e nature of the current outreach and the cooperation by the 
E^teasion offices. It may be possible that the Extension Service can 
accourodato whangs suggested hero, or it may be more feasible to set 
\ir} a pilvrt office \7ith a different public image that will be more con- 
.'Uicive to bringing together the people and the University. It would 
:ielp to knov; what information is already available and can be useful 
to groups concerned vjith problems such as consumer issues, organic 
farming, family farms, farm workers, etc. In this vein, what kinds of 
. tiblics are served by the existing University facilities and informa-- 
Mon services? Also, what kinds of questions are raised by groups 
<:hat aren't the conventional audience? 

The second suggestion is for an intellectual advocate of sorts. 
This x/oulcl bo an office -;here many of the questions pertaining to the 
•ises and misuses of the University can be channeled; where needed ov 
yjugc-esced research by public bodies not having the kuow-ho;/ or currreni: 
acce5;t^ can be directed; where faculty interested in taking on ncr-r pro- 
jects can be encouraged; where social and environmental impact impli- 
cntions of agricultural research is examined. Also, this office m:^.j;hr. 
oce ;.o it that the University issue an annual report as is done by mc::ii: 
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CO •rnorr.tioiiL; » Such a report could have a summary statement of ir.^ 
llaancial rc:;ourccs and sources, the research projects beinf^ under-- 
takon^ thci nature o£ advisory committees for such research etc. This 
ri.^p-ort could anticipate much of the criticism and queries currently 
being directt^d at the University? and also mal^e the University 
straight lorwardly accountable to the public it purportedly serves . 

The::?e are but tv;o vSugRcs t ioas made because they seem nana[^eable 
and also provide some direction to our intent to follow up on the de- 
liberations that we all shared in today. WeM like you to be in 
touch with us and with each other. IJe see this gathering, not as just 
another conference or one-shot affair, but as a basis for an on-;];oing 
exchange vUevo the public and th?. institutions of learning it has set 
up can fulfill the original mandate to serve all the people. 
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